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Jane Austen: Pride and Prejudice
Read the following extract from Chapter 3 and then answer the question that follows.

In this extract Mr Bingley, Mr Darcy and their party are seen for the first time at the
assembly-room dance.

Mr Bingley was good-looking and gentlemanlike; he had a pleasant
countenance, and easy, unaffected manners. His sisters were fine women,
with an air of decided fashion. His brother-in-law, Mr Hurst, merely looked the
gentleman; but his friend Mr Darcy soon drew the attention of the room by his

5 fine, tall person, handsome features, noble mien, and the report which was in
general circulation within five minutes after his entrance, of his having ten
thousand a year. The gentlemen pronounced him to be a fine figure of a man,
the ladies declared he was much handsomer than Mr Bingley, and he was
looked at with great admiration for about half the evening, till his manners

10 gave a disgust which turned the tide of his popularity; for he was discovered
to be proud; to be above his company, and above being pleased; and not all
his large estate in Derbyshire could then save him from having a most
forbidding, disagreeable countenance, and being unworthy to be compared
with his friend.

15 Mr Bingley had soon made himself acquainted with all the principal people
in the room; he was lively and unreserved, danced every dance, was angry
that the ball closed so early, and talked of giving one himself at Netherfield.
Such amiable qualities must speak for themselves. What a contrast between
him and his friend! Mr Darcy danced only once with Mrs Hurst and once with

20 Miss Bingley, declined being introduced to any other lady, and spent the rest
of the evening in walking about the room, speaking occasionally to one of his
own party. His character was decided. He was the proudest, most
disagreeable man in the world, and everybody hoped that he would never
come there again. Amongst the most violent against him was Mrs Bennet,

25 whose dislike of his general behaviour was sharpened into particular
resentment by his having slighted one of her daughters.

[1]2] Starting with this extract, write about how Austen presents attitudes towards men.
Write about:

¢ how Austen presents attitudes towards men in this extract
¢ how Austen presents attitudes towards men in the novel as a whole.
[30 marks]

Turn over for the next question

Turn over »
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Read the following extract from Chapter 56 of Pride and Prejudice and then answer
the question that follows.

In this extract, Elizabeth defends herself against Lady Catherine de Bourgh
concerning a possible marriage to Darcy.

"You can now have nothing further to say," she resentfully
answered. "You have insulted me in every possible method. | must
beg to return to the house."
And she rose as she spoke. Lady Catherine rose also, and they
5 turned back. Her ladyship was highly incensed.
"You have no regard, then, for the honour and credit of my
nephew! Unfeeling, selfish girl! Do you not consider that a
connection with you must disgrace him in the eyes of everybody?"
"Lady Catherine, | have nothing further to say. You know my
10 sentiments."
"You are then resolved to have him?"
"l have said no such thing. | am only resolved to act in that manner,
which will, in my own opinion, constitute my happiness, without
reference to you, or to any person so wholly unconnected with me."
15 "It is well. You refuse, then, to oblige me. You refuse to obey the
claims of duty, honour, and gratitude. You are determined to ruin
him in the opinion of all his friends, and make him the contempt of
the world."
"Neither duty, nor honour, nor gratitude," replied Elizabeth, "have
20 any possible claim on me, in the present instance. No principle of
either would be violated by my marriage with Mr. Darcy. And with
regard to the resentment of his family, or the indignation of the
world, if the former were excited by his marrying me, it would not
give me one moment's concern—and the world in general would
25 have too much sense to join in the scorn."”

|I|Z| Starting with this extract, explore how Austen presents Elizabeth as a strong-willed
female character.

Write about:
e how Austen presents Elizabeth as strong-willed in this extract
e how Austen presents Elizabeth as a strong-willed female character in the novel

as a whole.
[30 marks]
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Read the following extract from Chapter 34 of Pride and Prejudice and then answer the
question that follows.

In this extract, Mr Darcy has come to see Elizabeth to propose marriage to her.
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“In vain | have struggled. It will not do. My feelings will not be repressed. You
must allow me to tell you how ardently | admire and love you.”

Elizabeth’s astonishment was beyond expression. She stared, coloured,
doubted, and was silent. This he considered sufficient encouragement; and the
avowal of all that he felt, and had long felt for her, immediately followed. He spoke
well; but there were feelings besides those of the heart to be detailed; and he was
not more eloquent on the subject of tenderness than of pride. His sense of her
inferiority—of its being a degradation—of the family obstacles which had always
opposed to inclination, were dwelt on with a warmth which seemed due to the
consequence he was wounding, but was very unlikely to recommend his suit.

In spite of her deeply-rooted dislike, she could not be insensible to the
compliment of such a man’s affection, and though her intentions did not vary for
an instant, she was at first sorry for the pain he was to receive; till, roused to
resentment by his subsequent language, she lost all compassion in anger. She
tried, however, to compose herself to answer him with patience, when he should
have done. He concluded with representing to her the strength of that attachment
which, in spite of all his endeavours, he had found impossible to conquer; and with
expressing his hope that it would now be rewarded by her acceptance of his hand.
As he said this, she could easily see that he had no doubt of a favourable answer.
He spoke of apprehension and anxiety, but his countenance expressed real
security. Such a circumstance could only exasperate farther, and, when he
ceased, the colour rose into her cheeks, and she said:

“In such cases as this, it is, | believe, the established mode to express a sense
of obligation for the sentiments avowed, however unequally they may be returned.
It is natural that obligation should be felt, and if | could feel gratitude, | would now
thank you. But | cannot—I have never desired your good opinion, and you have
certainly bestowed it most unwillingly. | am sorry to have occasioned pain to
anyone. It has been most unconsciously done, however, and | hope will be of
short duration. The feelings which, you tell me, have long prevented the
acknowledgment of your regard, can have little difficulty in overcoming it after this
explanation.”

|I|Z| Starting with this extract, explore how Austen presents the ways that pride and prejudice
affect the relationship between Mr Darcy and Elizabeth.

Write about:

¢ how Mr Darcy and Elizabeth are affected by pride and prejudice at this moment in the
novel
¢ how pride and prejudice affect their relationship in the novel as a whole.
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Read the following extract from Chapter 20 of Pride and Prejudice and then answer the
question that follows.

In this extract, Mrs Bennet reacts to the news that Elizabeth has turned down Mr Collins’
offer of marriage.

This information, however, startled Mrs. Bennet; she would have been glad to
be equally satisfied that her daughter had meant to encourage him by protesting
against his proposals, but she dared not believe it, and could not help saying so.

“But, depend upon it, Mr. Collins,” she added, “that Lizzy shall be brought to

5 reason. | will speak to her about it directly. She is a very headstrong, foolish girl,
and does not know her own interest but | will make her know it.”

“Pardon me for interrupting you, madam,” cried Mr. Collins; “but if she is really
headstrong and foolish, | know not whether she would altogether be a very
desirable wife to a man in my situation, who naturally looks for happiness in the

10 marriage state. If therefore she actually persists in rejecting my suit, perhaps it
were better not to force her into accepting me, because if liable to such defects of
temper, she could not contribute much to my felicity.”

“Sir, you quite misunderstand me,” said Mrs. Bennet, alarmed. “Lizzy is only
headstrong in such matters as these. In everything else she is as good-natured a

15 girl as ever lived. | will go directly to Mr. Bennet, and we shall very soon settle it
with her, | am sure.”

She would not give him time to reply, but hurrying instantly to her husband,
called out as she entered the library, “Oh! Mr. Bennet, you are wanted
immediately; we are all in an uproar. You must come and make Lizzy marry Mr.

20 Collins, for she vows she will not have him, and if you do not make haste he will
change his mind and not have her.”

Mr. Bennet raised his eyes from his book as she entered, and fixed them on her
face with a calm unconcern which was not in the least altered by her
communication.

25 “I have not the pleasure of understanding you,” said he, when she had finished
her speech. “Of what are you talking?”

“Of Mr. Collins and Lizzy. Lizzy declares she will not have Mr. Collins, and Mr.
Collins begins to say that he will not have Lizzy.”

“And what am | to do on the occasion? It seems an hopeless business.”

30 “Speak to Lizzy about it yourself. Tell her that you insist upon her marrying him.”

“Let her be called down. She shall hear my opinion.”

Starting with this extract, explore how Austen presents Mr Bennet and Mrs Bennet as
parents.

Write about:

e how Austen presents Mr Bennet and Mrs Bennet in this extract

e how Austen presents Mr Bennet and Mrs Bennet as parents in the novel as a whole.
[30 marks]
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Read the following extract from Chapter 8 of Pride and Prejudice and then answer the
question that follows.

In this extract, Elizabeth has just left the room and Miss Bingley and Mrs Hurst are talking
about her.

When dinner was over, she returned directly to Jane, and Miss Bingley began
abusing her as soon as she was out of the room. Her manners were pronounced
to be very bad indeed, a mixture of pride and impertinence; she had no
conversation, no style, no taste, no beauty. Mrs. Hurst thought the same, and

5 added:

“She has nothing, in short, to recommend her, but being an excellent walker. |
shall never forget her appearance this morning. She really looked almost wild.”

“She did, indeed, Louisa. | could hardly keep my countenance. Very
nonsensical to come at all! Why must she be scampering about the country,

10 because her sister had a cold? Her hair, so untidy, so blowsy!”

“Yes, and her petticoat; | hope you saw her petticoat, six inches deep in mud,
| am absolutely certain; and the gown which had been let down to hide it not
doing its office.”

“Your picture may be very exact, Louisa,” said Bingley; “but this was all lost

15 upon me. | thought Miss Elizabeth Bennet looked remarkably well when she
came into the room this morning. Her dirty petticoat quite escaped my notice.”

“You observed it, Mr. Darcy, | am sure,” said Miss Bingley; “and | am inclined
to think that you would not wish to see your sister make such an exhibition.”

“Certainly not.”

20 “To walk three miles, or four miles, or five miles, or whatever it is, above her
ankles in dirt, and alone, quite alone! What could she mean by it? It seems to
me to show an abominable sort of conceited independence, a most country-town
indifference to decorum.”

“It shows an affection for her sister that is very pleasing,” said Bingley.

25 ‘I am afraid, Mr. Darcy,” observed Miss Bingley in a half whisper, “that this
adventure has rather affected your admiration of her fine eyes.”

“‘Not at all,” he replied; “they were brightened by the exercise.” A short pause
followed this speech, and Mrs. Hurst began again:

“I have an excessive regard for Jane Bennet, she is really a very sweet girl,

30 and | wish with all my heart she were well settled. But with such a father and
mother, and such low connections, | am afraid there is no chance of it.”

“I think | have heard you say that their uncle is an attorney in Meryton.”

“Yes; and they have another, who lives somewhere near Cheapside.”

“That is capital,” added her sister, and they both laughed heartily.

35 “If they had uncles enough to fill all Cheapside,” cried Bingley, “it would not
make them one jot less agreeable.”

“But it must very materially lessen their chance of marrying men of any
consideration in the world,” replied Darcy.

To this speech Bingley made no answer; but his sisters gave it their hearty

40 assent, and indulged their mirth for some time at the expense of their dear
friend’s vulgar relations.
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EIZ' Starting with this extract, explore how Austen presents the ways female characters treat
each other in Pride and Prejudice.

Write about:

¢ how Austen presents the ways female characters treat each other in this extract

e how Austen presents the ways female characters treat each other in the novel as a
whole.
[30 marks]

Turn over for the next question

Turn over »
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Read the following extract from Chapter 22 of Pride and Prejudice and then answer the
question that follows.

In this extract, Charlotte Lucas tells Elizabeth that she has accepted an offer of marriage
from Mr Collins.

10

15

20

25

30

35

The possibility of Mr. Collins’s fancying himself in love with her friend had
once occurred to Elizabeth within the last day or two; but that Charlotte could
encourage him seemed almost as far from possibility as she could encourage
him herself, and her astonishment was consequently so great as to overcome at
first the bounds of decorum, and she could not help crying out:

“‘Engaged to Mr. Collins! My dear Charlotte—impossible!”

The steady countenance which Miss Lucas had commanded in telling her
story, gave way to a momentary confusion here on receiving so direct a
reproach; though, as it was no more than she expected, she soon regained her
composure, and calmly replied:

“Why should you be surprised, my dear Eliza? Do you think it incredible that
Mr. Collins should be able to procure any woman’s good opinion, because he
was not so happy as to succeed with you?”

But Elizabeth had now recollected herself, and making a strong effort for it,
was able to assure with tolerable firmness that the prospect of their relationship
was highly grateful to her, and that she wished her all imaginable happiness.

“I see what you are feeling,” replied Charlotte. “You must be surprised, very
much surprised—so lately as Mr. Collins was wishing to marry you. But when
you have had time to think it over, | hope you will be satisfied with what | have
done. | am not romantic, you know; | never was. | ask only a comfortable home;
and considering Mr. Collins’s character, connections, and situation in life, | am
convinced that my chance of happiness with him is as fair as most people can
boast on entering the marriage state.”

Elizabeth quietly answered “Undoubtedly;” and after an awkward pause, they
returned to the rest of the family. Charlotte did not stay much longer, and
Elizabeth was then left to reflect on what she had heard. It was a long time
before she became at all reconciled to the idea of so unsuitable a match. The
strangeness of Mr. Collins’s making two offers of marriage within three days was
nothing in comparison of his being now accepted. She had always felt that
Charlotte’s opinion of matrimony was not exactly like her own, but she had not
supposed it to be possible that, when called into action, she would have
sacrificed every better feeling to worldly advantage. Charlotte the wife of Mr.
Collins was a most humiliating picture! And to the pang of a friend disgracing
herself and sunk in her esteem, was added the distressing conviction that it was
impossible for that friend to be tolerably happy in the lot she had chosen.
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Starting with this extract, explore how Austen presents attitudes towards romance in
Pride and Prejudice.

Write about:

¢ how Austen presents attitudes towards romance in this extract

e how Austen presents attitudes towards romance in the novel as a whole.
[30 marks]

Turn over for the next question

Turn over »
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Read the following extract from Chapter 3 of Pride and Prejudice and then answer the
question that follows.

In this extract, Elizabeth meets Mr Darcy for the first time.
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Elizabeth Bennet had been obliged, by the scarcity of gentlemen, to sit down
for two dances; and during part of that time, Mr. Darcy had been standing near
enough for her to overhear a conversation between him and Mr. Bingley, who
came from the dance for a few minutes, to press his friend to join it.

“Come, Darcy,” said he, “I must have you dance. | hate to see you standing
about by yourself in this stupid manner. You had much better dance.”

“I certainly shall not. You know how | detest it, unless | am particularly
acquainted with my partner. At such an assembly as this it would be
insupportable. Your sisters are engaged, and there is not another woman in the
room whom it would not be a punishment to me to stand up with.”

“I would not be so fastidious as you are,” cried Mr. Bingley, “for a kingdom!
Upon my honour, | never met with so many pleasant girls in my life as | have this
evening; and there are several of them you see uncommonly pretty.”

“You are dancing with the only handsome girl in the room,” said Mr. Darcy,
looking at the eldest Miss Bennet.

“Oh! She is the most beautiful creature | ever beheld! But there is one of her
sisters sitting down just behind you, who is very pretty, and | dare say very
agreeable. Do let me ask my partner to introduce you.”

“Which do you mean?” and turning round he looked for a moment at
Elizabeth, till catching her eye, he withdrew his own and coldly said: “She is
tolerable, but not handsome enough to tempt me; | am in no humour at present
to give consequence to young ladies who are slighted by other men. You had
better return to your partner and enjoy her smiles, for you are wasting your time
with me.”

Mr. Bingley followed his advice. Mr. Darcy walked off; and Elizabeth
remained with no very cordial feelings toward him. She told the story, however,
with great spirit among her friends; for she had a lively, playful disposition, which
delighted in anything ridiculous.
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Starting with this extract, explore how far Austen presents Mr Darcy as a proud and
prejudiced man.

Write about:

¢ how Austen presents Mr Darcy in this extract

o how far Austen presents Mr Darcy as a proud and prejudiced man in the novel as a

whole.
[30 marks]

Turn over for the next question

Turn over »
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Read the following extract from Chapter 29 of Pride and Prejudice and then answer the
question that follows.

In this extract, Elizabeth is visiting Lady Catherine de Bourgh for the first time.
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When the ladies returned to the drawing-room, there was little to be done but
to hear Lady Catherine talk, which she did without any intermission till coffee
came in, delivering her opinion on every subject in so decisive a manner, as
proved that she was not used to have her judgement controverted. She inquired
into Charlotte’s domestic concerns familiarly and minutely, gave her a great deal
of advice as to the management of them all; told her how everything ought to be
regulated in so small a family as hers, and instructed her as to the care of her
cows and her poultry. Elizabeth found that nothing was beneath this great lady’s
attention, which could furnish her with an occasion of dictating to others. In the
intervals of her discourse with Mrs. Collins, she addressed a variety of questions
to Maria and Elizabeth, but especially to the latter, of whose connections she
knew the least, and who she observed to Mrs. Collins was a very genteel, pretty
kind of girl. She asked her, at different times, how many sisters she had,
whether they were older or younger than herself, whether any of them were likely
to be married, whether they were handsome, where they had been educated,
what carriage her father kept, and what had been her mother’'s maiden name?
Elizabeth felt all the impertinence of her questions but answered them very
composedly. Lady Catherine then observed,

“Your father’s estate is entailed on Mr. Collins, | think. For your sake,” turning
to Charlotte, “| am glad of it; but otherwise | see no occasion for entailing estates
from the female line. It was not thought necessary in Sir Lewis de Bourgh’s
family. Do you play and sing, Miss Bennet?”

“A little.”

“Oh! Then—some time or other we shall be happy to hear you. Our
instrument is a capital one, probably superior to—You shall try it some day. Do
your sisters play and sing?”

“One of them does.”

“Why did not you all learn? You ought all to have learned. The Miss Webbs
all play, and their father has not so good an income as yours. Do you draw?”

“No, not at all.”

“What, none of you?”

“Not one.”

“That is very strange. But | suppose you had no opportunity. Your mother
should have taken you to town every spring for the benefit of masters.”
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|I|Z| Starting with this extract, explore how Austen presents ideas about social class in
Pride and Prejudice.

Write about:

e how Austen presents ideas about social class in this extract

e how Austen presents ideas about social class in the novel as a whole.
[30 marks]

Turn over for the next question

Turn over »
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