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SECTION B (Poetry)

The poems you have studied are:

The Manhunt by Simon Armitage

Sonnet 43 by Elizabeth Barrett Browning
London by William Blake

The Soldier by Rupert Brooke

She Walks in Beauty by Lord Byron
Living Space by Imtiaz Dharker

As Imperceptibly as Grief by Emily Dickinson
Cozy Apologia by Rita Dove

Valentine by Carol Ann Duffy

A Wife in London by Thomas Hardy
Death of a Naturalist by Seamus Heaney
Hawk Roosting by Ted Hughes

To Autumn by John Keats

Afternoons by Philip Larkin

Dulce et Decorum Est by Wilfred Owen
Ozymandias by Percy Bysshe Shelley
Mametz Wood by Owen Sheers

Excerpt from The Prelude by William Wordsworth
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Answer both n and n :

You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on n , and about 40 minutes on n .

| 7 | 1| Read the poem below, Sonnet 43, by Elizabeth Barrett Browning.

|7 ]2

Sonnet 43 is a poem about love. How does Elizabeth Barrett Browning present love in
the poem? Remember to refer to the contexts of the poem in your answer. [15]

Choose one other poem from the anthology in which the poet also writes about love.

Compare the way the poet presents love in your chosen poem with the way Elizabeth
Barrett Browning presents love in Sonnet 43. [25]

In your answer to n you should compare:

« the content and structure of the poems — what they are about and how they are
organised

* how the writers create effects, using appropriate terminology where relevant

» the contexts of the poems, and how these may have influenced the ideas in them

Sonnet 43

How do | love thee? Let me count the ways.
| love thee to the depth and breadth and height
My soul can reach, when feeling out of sight
For the ends of Being and ideal Grace.
I love thee to the level of every day’s
Most quiet need, by sun and candlelight.
I love thee freely, as men strive for Right;
| love thee purely, as they turn from Praise.
| love thee with the passion put to use
In my old griefs, and with my childhood’s faith.
| love thee with a love | seemed to lose
With my lost saints — | love thee with the breath,
Smiles, tears, of all my life! — and, if God choose,
| shall but love thee better after death.

ELIZABETH BARRETT BROWNING

END OF PAPER
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Answer both n and n .

You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on n , and about 40 minutes on n .

| 7 | 1| Read the poem below, Mametz Wood, by Owen Sheers.

Mametz Wood is a poem about war. How does Owen Sheers present war in the poem?
Remember to refer to the contexts of the poem in your answer. [15]

n Choose one other poem from the anthology in which the poet also writes about war.

Compare the way the poet presents war in your chosen poem with the way Owen Sheers
presents war in Mametz Wood. [25]

In your answer to n you should compare:

» the content and structure of the poems — what they are about and how they are
organised

* how the writers create effects, using appropriate terminology where relevant

» the contexts of the poems, and how these may have influenced the ideas in them

Mametz Wood

For years afterwards the farmers found them —
the wasted young, turning up under their plough blades
as they tended the land back into itself.

A chit of bone, the china plate of a shoulder blade,
the relic of a finger, the blown
and broken bird’s egg of a skull,

all mimicked now in flint, breaking blue in white
across this field where they were told to walk, not run,
towards the wood and its nesting machine guns.

And even now the earth stands sentinel,
reaching back into itself for reminders of what happened
like a wound working a foreign body to the surface of the skin.

This morning, twenty men buried in one long grave,
a broken mosaic of bone linked arm in arm,
their skeletons paused mid dance-macabre

in boots that outlasted them,
their socketed heads tilted back at an angle
and their jaws, those that have them, dropped open.

As if the notes they had sung
have only now, with this unearthing,
slipped from their absent tongues.

OWEN SHEERS

END OF PAPER
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SECTION B (Poetry)

Answer both n and n :

You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on n , and about 40 minutes on n :

n Read the poem below, A Wife in London, by Thomas Hardy.

A Wife in London is a poem about loss. How does Thomas Hardy present loss in the
poem? Remember to refer to the contexts of the poem in your answer. [15]

n Choose one other poem from the anthology in which the poet also writes about loss.

Compare the way the poet presents loss in your chosen poem with the way Thomas
Hardy presents loss in A Wife in London. [25]

In your answer to | 7 | 2 | you should compare:

» the content and structure of the poems — what they are about and how they are
organised

* how the writers create effects, using appropriate terminology where relevant

» the contexts of the poems, and how these may have influenced the ideas in them

A Wife in London
| - The Tragedy

She sits in the tawny vapour
That the City lanes have uprolled,
Behind whose webby fold on fold
Like a waning taper
The street-lamp glimmers cold.

A messenger’s knock cracks smartly,

Flashed news is in her hand

Of meaning it dazes to understand
Though shaped so shortly:

He — has fallen — in the far South Land ...

[l - The Irony

"Tis the morrow; the fog hangs thicker,

The postman nears and goes:

A letter is brought whose lines disclose
By the firelight flicker

His hand, whom the worm now knows:

Fresh — firm — penned in highest feather —
Page-full of his hoped return,
And of home-planned jaunts by brake and burn
In the summer weather,
And of new love that they would learn.
THOMAS HARDY

END OF PAPER
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SECTION B (Poetry)

Answer both n and n :

You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on n , and about 40 minutes on n :

n Read the poem below, Afternoons, by Philip Larkin.

Afternoons is a poem about relationships. How does Philip Larkin write about
relationships in the poem? Remember to refer to the contexts of the poem in your
answer. [15]

| 7 | 2 | Choose one other poem from the anthology in which the poet also writes about
relationships.

Compare the way the poet presents relationships in your chosen poem with the way
Philip Larkin presents relationships in Afternoons. [25]

In your answer to n you should compare:

» the content and structure of the poems — what they are about and how they are
organised

* how the writers create effects, using appropriate terminology where relevant
+ the contexts of the poems, and how these may have influenced the ideas in them

Afternoons

Summer is fading:

The leaves fall in ones and twos
From trees bordering

The new recreation ground.

In the hollows of afternoons
Young mothers assemble

At swing and sandpit

Setting free their children.

Behind them, at intervals,

Stand husbands in skilled trades,
An estateful of washing,

And the albums, lettered

Our Wedding, lying

Near the television:

Before them, the wind

Is ruining their courting-places

That are still courting-places
(But the lovers are all in school),
And their children, so intent on
Finding more unripe acorns,
Expect to be taken home.
Their beauty has thickened.
Something is pushing them
To the side of their own lives.
PHILIP LARKIN

END OF PAPER
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Poetry

Answer both n and n .

You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on n , and about 40 minutes on n .

n Read the poem below, Dulce et Decorum Est, by Wilfred Owen.

Dulce et Decorum Est is a poem about death. How does Wilfred Owen write about
death in the poem? Remember to refer to the contexts of the poem in your answer. [15]

n Choose one other poem from the anthology in which the poet also writes about death.

Compare the way the poet presents death in your chosen poem with the way Wilfred
Owen presents death in Dulce et Decorum Est. [25]

In your answer to n you should:

» compare the content and structure of the poems — what they are about and how
they are organised

» compare how the writers create effects, using appropriate terminology where
relevant

+ compare the contexts of the poems, and how these may have influenced the
ideas in them

Dulce et Decorum Est

Bent double, like old beggars under sacks,
Knock-kneed, coughing like hags, we cursed through sludge,
Till on the haunting flares we turned our backs
And towards our distant rest began to trudge.
5 Men marched asleep. Many had lost their boots
But limped on, blood-shod. All went lame; all blind;
Drunk with fatigue; deaf even to the hoots
Of gas shells dropping softly behind.

Gas! GAS! Quick, boys! — An ecstasy of fumbling,
10 Fitting the clumsy helmets just in time;

But someone still was yelling out and stumbling,

And flound’ring like a man in fire or lime ...

Dim, through the misty panes and thick green light,

As under a green sea, | saw him drowning.

15 In all my dreams, before my helpless sight,
He plunges at me, guttering, choking, drowning.

If in some smothering dreams you too could pace
Behind the wagon that we flung him in,
And watch the white eyes writhing in his face,
20 His hanging face, like a devil’s sick of sin;
If you could hear, at every jolt, the blood
Come gargling from the froth-corrupted lungs,
Obscene as cancer, bitter as the cud
Of vile, incurable sores on innocent tongues, -
25 My friend, you would not tell with such high zest
To children ardent for some desperate glory,
The old Lie: Dulce et decorum est
Pro patria mori.
WILFRED OWEN
END OF PAPER
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SECTION B (Poetry)

Answer both n and n .

You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on n , and about 40 minutes on n .

| 7 | 1 | Read the poem below, London, by William Blake.

London is a poem about a place. How does William Blake present this place in the
poem? Refer to the contexts of the poem in your answer. [15]

London

| wander thro’ each charter’d street,

Near where the charter’d Thames does flow,
And mark in every face | meet

Marks of weakness, marks of woe.

5 In every cry of every Man,
In every Infant’s cry of fear,
In every voice, in every ban,
The mind-forg’d manacles | hear.

How the Chimney-sweeper’s cry
10 Every black’ning Church appalls;

And the hapless Soldier’s sigh

Runs in blood down Palace walls.

But most thro’ midnight streets | hear
How the youthful Harlot’s curse
15 Blasts the new born Infant’s tear,
And blights with plagues the Marriage hearse.

WILLIAM BLAKE

n Choose one other poem from the anthology in which the poet also writes about a
place.

Compare the way the poet presents the place in your chosen poem with the way
William Blake presents the place in London. [25]

In your answer to [ 7 | 2 | you should:

» compare the content and structure of the poems — what they are about and how
they are organised

» compare how the writers create effects, using appropriate terminology where
relevant

» compare the contexts of the poems, and how these may have influenced the ideas
in them.

END OF PAPER
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