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Silas Marner
You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to
answer this question.

Write about Eppie and how she is presented in the novel.

In your response you should:

+ refer to the extract and the novel as a whole
» show your understanding of characters and events in the novel
« refer to the contexts of the novel [40]

Unlike the gold which needed nothing, and must be worshipped in close-locked
solitude — which was hidden away from the daylight, was deaf to the song of birds,
and started to no human tones — Eppie was a creature of endless claims and ever-
growing desires, seeking and loving sunshine, and living sounds, and living movements;
making trial of everything, with trust in new joy, and stirring the human kindness in all
eyes that looked on her. The gold had kept his thoughts in an ever-repeated circle,
leading to nothing beyond itself; but Eppie was an object compacted of changes and
hopes that forced his thoughts onward, and carried them far away from their old eager
pacing towards the same blank limit — carried them away to the new things that would
come with the coming years, when Eppie would have learned to understand how her
father Silas cared for her; and made him look for images of that time in the ties and
charities that bound together the families of his neighbours. The gold had asked that
he should sit weaving longer and longer, deafened and blinded more and more to all
things except the monotony of his loom and the repetition of his web; but Eppie called
him away from his weaving, and made him think all its pauses a holiday, reawakening
his senses with her fresh life, even to the old winter-flies that came crawling forth in the
early spring sunshine, and warming him into joy because she had joy.

And when the sunshine grew strong and lasting, so that the butter-cups were thick
in the meadows, Silas might be seen in the sunny mid-day, or in the late afternoon
when the shadows were lengthening under the hedgerows, strolling out with uncovered
head to carry Eppie beyond the Stone-pits to where the flowers grew, till they reached
some favourite bank where he could sit down, while Eppie toddled to pluck the flowers,
and make remarks to the winged things that murmured happily above the bright petals,
calling ‘Dad-dad’s’ attention continually by bringing him the flowers. Then she would
turn her ear to some sudden bird-note, and Silas learned to please her by making
signs of hushed stillness, that they might listen for the note to come again: so that
when it came she set up her small back and laughed with gurgling triumph.
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|Z|Z| Silas Marner

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to
answer this question.

Write about Godfrey Cass and how he is presented at different points in the novel.

In your response you should:

* refer to the extract and the novel as a whole
» show your understanding of characters and events in the novel
« refer to the contexts of the novel [40]

The door opened, and a thick-set, heavy-looking young man entered, with
the flushed face and the gratuitously elated bearing which mark the first stage of
intoxication. It was Dunsey, and at the sight of him Godfrey’s face parted with some
of its gloom to take on the more active expression of hatred. The handsome brown
spaniel that lay on the hearth retreated under the chair in the chimney-corner.

‘Well, Master Godfrey, what do you want with me?’ said Dunsey, in a mocking
tone. ‘You're my elders and betters, you know; | was obliged to come when you sent
for me.

‘Why, this is what | want — and just shake yourself sober and listen, will you?’
said Godfrey, savagely. He had himself been drinking more than was good for him,
trying to turn his gloom into uncalculating anger. ‘| want to tell you, | must hand over
that rent of Fowler’s to the Squire, or else tell him | gave it you; for he’s threatening
to distrain for it, and it’ll all be out soon, whether | tell him or not. He said, just now,
before he went out, he should send word to Cox to distrain, if Fowler didn’t come and
pay up his arrears this week. The Squire’s short 0’ cash, and in no humour to stand
any nonsense; and you know what he threatened, if ever he found you making away
with his money again. So, see and get the money, and pretty quickly, will you?’

‘Oh!’ said Dunsey, sneeringly, coming nearer to his brother and looking in his face.
‘Suppose, now, you get the money yourself, and save me the trouble, eh? Since you
was so kind as to hand it over to me, you'll not refuse me the kindness to pay it back
for me: it was your brotherly love made you do it, you know.’

Godfrey bit his lips and clenched his fist. ‘Don’t come near me with that look, else
I'll knock you down.’

‘Oh no, you won't; said Dunsey, turning away on his heel, however. ‘Because
I’'m such a good-natured brother, you know. | might get you turned out of house and
home, and cut off with a shilling any day. | might tell the Squire how his handsome son
was married to that nice young woman, Molly Farren, and was very unhappy because
he couldn’t live with his drunken wife, and | should slip into your place as comfortable
as could be. But you see, | don't do it — I'm so easy and good-natured. You'll take any
trouble for me. You'll get the hundred pounds for me — | know you will.

‘How can | get the money?’ said Godfrey, quivering. ‘I haven't a shilling to bless
myself with. And it’s a lie that you'd slip into my place: you'd get yourself turned out
too, that’s all. For if you begin telling tales, I'll follow. Bob’s my father’s favourite — you
know that very well, He'd only think himself well rid of you.’
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|Z|Z| Silas Marner

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to
answer this question.

Write about the importance of money in Silas Marner and how George Eliot presents
this at different points in the novel.

In your response you should:

« refer to the extract and the novel as a whole
» show your understanding of characters and events in the novel
« refer to the contexts of the novel [40]

This is the history of Silas Marner until the fifteenth year after he came to Raveloe.
The livelong day he sat in his loom, his ear filled with its monotony, his eyes bent close
down on the slow growth of sameness in the brownish web, his muscles moving with
such even repetition that their pause seemed almost as much a constraint as the
holding of his breath. But at night came his revelry: at night he closed his shutters,
and made fast his doors, and drew out his gold. Long ago the heap of coins had
become too large for the iron pot to hold them, and he had made for them two thick
leather bags, which wasted no room in their resting place, but lent themselves flexibly
to every corner. How the guineas shone as they came pouring out of the dark leather
mouths! The silver bore no large proportion in amount to the gold, because the long
pieces of linen which formed his chief work were always partly paid for in gold, and
out of the silver he supplied his own bodily wants, choosing always the shillings and
sixpences to spend in this way. He loved the guineas best, but he would not change
the silver—the crowns and half-crowns that were his own earnings, begotten by his
labour; he loved them all. He spread them out in heaps and bathed his hands in them;
then he counted them and set them up in regular piles, and felt their rounded outline
between his thumb and fingers, and thought fondly of the guineas that were only
half-earned by the work in his loom, as if they had been unborn children—thought of
the guineas that were coming slowly through the coming years, through all his life,
which spread far away before him, the end quite hidden by countless days of weaving.
No wonder his thoughts were still with his loom and his money when he made his
journeys through the fields and the lanes to fetch and carry home his work, so that
his steps never wandered to the hedge-banks and the lane-side in search of the once
familiar herbs: these too belonged to the past, from which his life had shrunk away,
like a rivulet that has sunk far down from the grassy fringe of its old breadth into a little
shivering thread, that cuts a groove for itself in the barren sand.

But about the Christmas of that fifteenth year, a second great change came over
Marner’s life, and his history became blent in a singular manner with the life of his
neighbours.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. (C720U20-1) Turn over.



15

|Z|Z| Silas Marner

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to
answer this question.

Write about Silas Marner and how he is presented at different points in the novel.

In your response you should:

* refer to the extract and the novel as a whole
» show your understanding of characters and events in the novel
« refer to the contexts of the novel [40]

Itwas fifteen years since Silas Marner had first come to Raveloe; he was then simply
a pallid young man, with prominent short-sighted brown eyes, whose appearance
would have had nothing strange for people of average culture and experience, but for
the villagers near whom he had come to settle it had mysterious peculiarities which
corresponded with the exceptional nature of his occupation, and his advent from an
unknown region called ‘North’ard.” So had his way of life: — he invited no comer to
step across his door-sill, and he never strolled into the village to drink a pint at the
Rainbow, or to gossip at the wheelwright’'s: he sought no man or woman, save for
the purposes of his calling, or in order to supply himself with necessaries; and it was
soon clear to the Raveloe lasses that he would never urge one of them to accept him
against her will — quite as if he had heard them declare that they would never marry
a dead man come to life again.
This view of Marner’s personality was not without another ground than his pale face
and unexampled eyes; for Jem Rodney, the mole-catcher, averred that one evening
as he was returning homeward he saw Silas Marner leaning against a stile with a
heavy bag on his back, instead of resting the bag on the stile as a man in his senses
would have done; and that, on coming up to him, he saw that Marner’s eyes were set
like a dead man’s, and he spoke to him, and shook him, and his limbs were stiff, and
his hands clutched the bag as if they’d been made of iron; but just as he had made up
his mind that the weaver was dead, he came all right again, like, as you might say, in
the winking of an eye, and said ‘Good night,’ and walked off. All this Jem swore he had
seen, more by token that it was the very day he had been mole-catching on Squire
Cass’s land, down by the old saw-pit. Some said Marner must have been in a ‘fit, a
word which seemed to explain things otherwise incredible; but the argumentative Mr
Macey, clerk of the parish, shook his head, and asked if anybody was ever known to
go off in a fit and not fall down. A fit was a stroke, wasn't it? and it was in the nature
of a stroke to partly take away the use of a man’s limbs and throw him on the parish,
if he’d got no children to look to. No, no; it was no stroke that would let a man stand
on his legs, like a horse between the shafts, and then walk off as soon as you can
say ‘Gee!’ But there might be such a thing as a man’s soul being loose from his body,
and going out and in, like a bird out of its nest and back; and that was how folks got
over-wise, for they went to school in this shell-less state to those who could teach
them more than their neighbours could learn with their five senses and the parson.
And where did Master Marner get his knowledge of herbs from - and charms too, if
he liked to give them away? Jem Rodney’s story was no more than what might have
been expected by anybody who had seen how Marner had cured Sally Oates, and
made her sleep like a baby, when her heart had been beating enough to burst her
body, for two months and more, while she had been under the doctor’s care. He might
cure more folks if he would; but he was worth speaking fair, if it was only to keep him
from doing you a mischief.
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You have one hour to answer this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to
answer this question.

Write about the relationship between Silas and Eppie and how it is presented in
Silas Marner.

In your response you should:

« refer to the extract and the novel as a whole
» show your understanding of characters and events in the novel
« refer to the contexts of the novel [40]

Here was clearly a case of aberration in a christened child which demanded
severe treatment; but Silas, overcome with convulsive joy at finding his treasure
again, could do nothing but snatch her up, and cover her with half-sobbing kisses.

It was not until he had carried her home, and had begun to think of the necessary
washing, that he recollected the need that he should punish Eppie, and ‘make her
remember.’ The idea that she might run away again and come to harm, gave him
unusual resolution, and for the first time he determined to try the coal-hole — a small
closet near the hearth.

‘Naughty, naughty Eppie,” he suddenly began, holding her on his knee, and
pointing to her muddy feet and clothes — ‘naughty to cut with the scissors and run
away. Eppie must go into the coal-hole for being naughty. Daddy must put her in the
coal-hole’

He half-expected that this would be shock enough, and that Eppie would
begin to cry. But instead of that, she began to shake herself on his knee, as if the
proposition opened a pleasing novelty. Seeing that he must proceed to extremities,
he put her into the coal-hole, and held the door closed, with a trembling sense that
he was using a strong measure. For a moment there was silence, but then came
a little cry, ‘Opy, opy!” and Silas let her out again, saying, ‘Now Eppie ull never be
naughty again, else she must go in the coal-hole — a black naughty place.’

The weaving must stand still a long while this morning, for now Eppie must be
washed, and have clean clothes on; but it was to be hoped that this punishment
would have a lasting effect, and save time in future — though, perhaps, it would have
been better if Eppie had cried more.

In half an hour she was clean again, and Silas having turned his back to see
what he could do with the linen band, threw it down again, with the reflection that
Eppie would be good without fastening for the rest of the morning. He turned round
again, and was going to place her in her little chair near the loom, when she peeped
out at him with black face and hands again, and said, ‘Eppie in de toal-hole!’

This total failure of the coal-hole discipline shook Silas’s belief in the efficacy of
punishment. ‘She’d take it all for fun,” he observed to Dolly, ‘if | didn’t hurt her, and
that | can’t do, Mrs Winthrop. If she makes me a bit o’ trouble, | can bear it. And
she’s got no tricks but what she’ll grow out of’
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|Z|Z| Silas Marner

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to
answer this question.

Write about one or two of the relationships within the Cass family and how they are
presented at different points in the novel.

In your response you should:

* refer to the extract and the novel as a whole
» show your understanding of characters and events in the novel
* refer to the contexts of the novel. [40]

Nancy and Godfrey walked home under the starlight in silence. When they
entered the oaken parlour, Godfrey threw himself into his chair, while Nancy laid
down her bonnet and shawl, and stood on the hearth near her husband, unwilling
to leave him even for a few minutes, and yet fearing to utter any word lest it might
jar on his feeling. At last Godfrey turned his head towards her, and their eyes met,
dwelling in that meeting without any movement on either side. That quiet mutual
gaze of a trusting husband and wife is like the first moment of rest or refuge from
a great weariness or a great danger—not to be interfered with by speech or action
which would distract the sensations from the fresh enjoyment of repose.

But presently he put out his hand, and as Nancy placed hers within it, he drew
her towards him, and said,—

‘That’s ended!’

She bent to kiss him, and then said, as she stood by his side, ‘Yes, I'm afraid
we must give up the hope of having her for a daughter. It wouldn’t be right to want
to force her to come to us against her will. We can't alter her bringing up and what'’s
come of it’

‘No,” said Godfrey, with a keen decisiveness of tone, in contrast with his usually
careless and unemphatic speech—‘there’s debts we can’t pay like money debts,
by paying extra for the years that have slipped by. While I've been putting off and
putting off, the trees have been growing—it’s too late now. Marner was in the
right in what he said about a man’s turning away a blessing from his door: it falls
to somebody else. | wanted to pass for childless once, Nancy—I shall pass for
childless now against my wish.’

Nancy did not speak immediately, but after a little while she asked—‘You won't
make it known, then, about Eppie’s being your daughter?’

‘No: where would be the good to anybody?—only harm. | must do what | can for
her in the state of life she chooses.’
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