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SECTION B (19th Century Prose)

Answer on one text only.

|ZII| A Christmas Carol

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to
answer this question.

Write about how Dickens presents the ghosts. How are they important to the novel as
a whole?

In your response you should:

« refer to the extract and the novel as a whole
» show your understanding of characters and events in the novel
« refer to the contexts of the novel [40]

Scrooge had often heard it said that Marley had no bowels, but he had never
believed it until now.

No, nor did he believe it even now. Though he looked the phantom through and
through, and saw it standing before him; though he felt the chilling influence of its
death-cold eyes; and marked the very texture of the folded kerchief bound about its
head and chin, which wrapper he had not observed before: he was still incredulous,
and fought against his senses.

‘How now!’ said Scrooge, caustic and cold as ever. ‘What do you want with me?’

‘Much!” — Marley’s voice, no doubt about it.

‘Who are you?’

‘Ask me who | was.’

‘Who were you then?’ said Scrooge, raising his voice. ‘You're particular — for a
shade.’ He was going to say ‘fo a shade’, but substituted this, as more appropriate.

‘In life | was your partner, Jacob Marley.’

‘Can you — can you sit down?’ asked Scrooge, looking doubtfully at him.

‘I can.

‘Do it then.

Scrooge asked the question, because he didn’t know whether a ghost so transparent
might find himself in a condition to take a chair; and felt that in the event of its being
impossible, it might involve the necessity of an embarrassing explanation. But the
Ghost sat down on the opposite side of the fireplace, as if he were quite used to it.

‘You don't believe in me,” observed the Ghost.

‘| don’t, said Scrooge.

‘What evidence would you have of my reality, beyond that of your senses?’

‘| don’t know,” said Scrooge.

‘Why do you doubt your senses?’

‘Because,’ said Scrooge, ‘a little thing affects them. A slight disorder of the stomach
makes them cheats. You may be an undigested bit of beef, a blot of mustard, a crumb
of cheese, a fragment of an underdone potato. There’s more of gravy than of grave
about you, whatever you are!’

Scrooge was not much in the habit of cracking jokes, nor did he feel, in his heart,
by any means waggish then. The truth is, that he tried to be smart, as a means of
distracting his own attention, and keeping down his terror; for the spectre’'s voice
disturbed the very marrow in his bones.
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SECTION B (19th Century Prose)

Answer on one text only.

EII' A Christmas Carol

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to
answer this question.

The characters in A Christmas Carol view Christmas in different ways. Write about some
of these views and how Dickens presents them at different points in the novel.

In your response you should:

* refer to the extract and the novel as a whole
» show your understanding of characters and events in the novel
« refer to the contexts of the novel [40]

‘A merry Christmas, uncle! God save you!’ cried a cheerful voice. It was the voice of Scrooge’s
nephew, who came upon him so quickly that this was the first intimation he had of his approach.

‘Bah!’ said Scrooge, ‘Humbug!

He had so heated himself with rapid walking in the fog and frost, this nephew of Scrooge’s, that
he was all in a glow; his face was ruddy and handsome; his eyes sparkled, and his breath smoked
again.

‘Christmas a humbug, uncle!” said Scrooge’s nephew. ‘You don’t mean that, | am sure?’

‘| do,” said Scrooge. ‘Merry Christmas! What right have you to be merry? What reason have
you to be merry? You're poor enough.’

‘Come, then,” returned the nephew gaily. ‘What right have you to be dismal? What reason have
you to be morose? You're rich enough.’

Scrooge having no better answer ready on the spur of the moment, said, ‘Bah!” again; and
followed it up with ‘Humbug.’

‘Don’t be cross, uncle, said the nephew.

‘What else can | be,” returned the uncle, ‘when | live in such a world of fools as this? Merry
Christmas! Out upon merry Christmas! What’s Christmas time to you but a time for paying bills
without money; a time for finding yourself a year older, and not an hour richer; a time for balancing
your books and having every item in 'em through a round dozen of months presented dead against
you? If | could work my will,; said Scrooge, indignantly, ‘every idiot who goes about with “Merry
Christmas,” on his lips, should be boiled with his own pudding, and buried with a stake of holly
through his heart. He should!’

‘Uncle!’ pleaded the nephew.

‘Nephew! returned the uncle, sternly, ‘keep Christmas in your own way, and let me keep it in
mine.’

‘Keep it!’ repeated Scrooge’s nephew. ‘But you don't keep it

‘Let me leave it alone, then,’ said Scrooge. ‘Much good may it do you! Much good it has ever
done you?!

‘There are many things from which | might have derived good, by which | have not profited, |
dare say,” returned the nephew: ‘Christmas among the rest. But | am sure | have always thought
of Christmas time, when it has come round — apart from the veneration due to its sacred name
and origin, if anything belonging to it can be apart from that — as a good time: a kind, forgiving,
charitable, pleasant time: the only time | know of, in the long calendar of the year, when men and
women seem by one consent to open their shut-up hearts freely, and to think of people below them
as if they really were fellow-passengers to the grave, and not another race of creatures bound on
other journeys. And therefore, uncle, though it has never put a scrap of gold or silver in my pocket,
| believe that it has done me good, and will do me good; and | say, God bless it!
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SECTION B (19th Century Prose)

Answer on one text only.

EII' A Christmas Carol

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to
answer this question.

Write about some members of the Cratchit family and how they are important to the
novel as a whole.

In your response you should:

« refer to the extract and the novel as a whole
» show your understanding of characters and events in the novel
« refer to the contexts of the novel [40]

The children drank the toast after her. It was the first of their proceedings which
had no heartiness in it. Tiny Tim drank it last of all, but he didn’'t care twopence for it.
Scrooge was the ogre of the family. The mention of his name cast a dark shadow on
the party, which was not dispelled for a full five minutes.

After it had passed away they were ten times merrier than before, from the mere
relief of Scrooge the Baleful being done with. Bob Cratchit told them how he had
a situation in his eye for Master Peter, which would bring in, if obtained, full five-
and-sixpence weekly. The two young Cratchits laughed tremendously at the idea of
Peter’s being a man of business; and Peter himself looked thoughtfully at the fire from
between his collars, as if he were deliberating what particular investments he should
favour when he came into the receipt of that bewildering income. Martha, who was a
poor apprentice at a milliner’s, then told them what kind of work she had to do, and
how many hours she worked at a stretch, and how she meant to lie a-bed tomorrow
morning for a good long rest; tomorrow being a holiday she passed at home. Also how
she had seen a countess and a lord some days before, and how the lord “was much
about as tall as Peter”; at which Peter pulled up his collars so high that you couldn’t
have seen his head if you had been there. All this time the chestnuts and the jug went
round and round; and by and by they had a song, about a lost child travelling in the
snow, from Tiny Tim, who had a plaintive little voice, and sang it very well indeed.

There was nothing of high mark in this. They were not a handsome family; they
were not well dressed; their shoes were far from being waterproof; their clothes were
scanty; and Peter might have known, and very likely did, the inside of a pawnbroker’s.
But they were happy, grateful, pleased with one another, and contented with the time;
and when they faded, and looked happier yet in the bright sprinklings of the Spirit’'s
torch at parting, Scrooge had his eye upon them, and especially on Tiny Tim, until
the last.
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SECTION B (19th Century Prose)

Answer on one text only.

EII' A Christmas Carol

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to
answer this question.

At the beginning of A Christmas Carol, Scrooge says, “l wish to be left alone”. Write
about some of the events in the novel which cause Scrooge to change his mind and how
they are presented.

In your response you should:

+ refer to the extract and the novel as a whole
» show your understanding of characters and events in the novel
« refer to the contexts of the novel [40]

They went, the Ghost and Scrooge, across the hall, to a door at the back of the house.
It opened before them, and disclosed a long, bare, melancholy room, made barer still by
lines of plain deal forms and desks. At one of these a lonely boy was reading near a feeble
fire; and Scrooge sat down upon a form, and wept to see his poor forgotten self as he had
used to be.

Not a latent echo in the house, not a squeak and scuffle from the mice behind the
panelling, not a drip from the half-thawed water-spout in the dull yard behind, not a sigh
among the leafless boughs of one despondent poplar, not the idle swinging of an empty
store-house door, no, not a clicking in the fire, but fell upon the heart of Scrooge with a
softening influence, and gave a freer passage to his tears.

The Spirit touched him on the arm, and pointed to his younger self, intent upon his
reading. Suddenly a man, in foreign garments: wonderfully real and distinct to look at: stood
outside the window, with an axe stuck in his belt, and leading an ass laden with wood by the
bridle.

‘Why, it's Ali Baba!” Scrooge exclaimed in ecstasy. ‘It's dear old honest Ali Baba! Yes,
yes, | know! One Christmas time, when yonder solitary child was left here all alone, he did
come, for the first time, just like that. Poor boy! And Valentine,” said Scrooge, ‘and his wild
brother, Orson; there they go! And what’s his name, who was put down in his drawers,
asleep, at the Gate of Damascus; don’t you see him! And the Sultan’s Groom turned upside-
down by the Genii; there he is upon his head! Serve him right. I'm glad of it. What business
had he to be married to the Princess!

To hear Scrooge expending all the earnestness of his nature on such subjects, in a most
extraordinary voice between laughing and crying; and to see his heightened and excited
face; would have been a surprise to his business friends in the city, indeed.

‘There’s the Parrot!’ cried Scrooge. ‘Green body and yellow tail, with a thing like a lettuce
growing out of the top of his head; there he is! Poor Robin Crusoe, he called him, when he
came home again after sailing round the island. “Poor Robin Crusoe, where have you been,
Robin Crusoe?” The man thought he was dreaming, but he wasn't. It was the Parrot, you
know. There goes Friday, running for his life to the little creek! Halloa! Hoop! Halloo!

Then, with a rapidity of transition very foreign to his usual character, he said, in pity for
his former self, ‘Poor boy!" and cried again.

‘| wish,” Scrooge muttered, putting his hand in his pocket, and looking about him, after
drying his eyes with his cuff: ‘but it’s too late now.’

‘What is the matter?’ asked the Spirit.

‘Nothing,’ said Scrooge. ‘Nothing. There was a boy singing a Christmas Carol at my door
last night. | should like to have given him something: that’s all’
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19th Century Prose

Answer on one text only.

EII' A Christmas Carol

You have one hour to answer this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to
answer this question.

In A Christmas Carol, characters have different views about poverty and the poor.
Write about how Dickens presents some of these different views throughout
A Christmas Carol.

In your response you should:

* refer to the extract and the novel as a whole
» show your understanding of characters and events in the novel
« refer to the contexts of the novel [40]

They were portly gentlemen, pleasant to behold, and now stood, with their hats
off, in Scrooge’s office. They had books and papers in their hands, and bowed to him.

“Scrooge and Marley’s, | believe,” said one of the gentlemen, referring to his list.
“Have | the pleasure of addressing Mr Scrooge, or Mr Marley?”

“Mr Marley has been dead these seven years,” Scrooge replied. “He died seven
years ago, this very night.”

“We have no doubt his liberality is well represented by his surviving partner,” said
the gentleman, presenting his credentials.

It certainly was; for they had been two kindred spirits. At the ominous word
“liberality” Scrooge frowned, and shook his head, and handed the credentials back.

“At this festive season of the year, Mr Scrooge,” said the gentleman, taking up
a pen, “it is more than usually desirable that we should make some slight provision
for the poor and destitute, who suffer greatly at the present time. Many thousands
are in want of common necessaries; hundreds of thousands are in want of common
comforts, sir.”

“Are there no prisons?” asked Scrooge.

“Plenty of prisons,” said the gentleman, laying down the pen again.

“And the union workhouses?” demanded Scrooge. “Are they still in operation?”

“They are. Still,” returned the gentleman, “l wish | could say they were not.”

“The Treadmill and the Poor Law are in full vigour, then?” said Scrooge.

“Both very busy, sir”

“Oh! | was afraid, from what you said at first, that something had occurred to stop
them in their useful course,” said Scrooge. “| am very glad to hear it.”

“Under the impression that they scarcely furnish Christian cheer of mind or body
to the multitude,” returned the gentleman, “a few of us are endeavouring to raise a
fund to buy the poor some meat and drink, and means of warmth. We choose this
time, because it is a time, of all others, when want is keenly felt, and abundance
rejoices. What shall | put you down for?”

“Nothing!” Scrooge replied.

“You wish to be anonymous?”

“I wish to be left alone,” said Scrooge. “Since you ask me what | wish, gentlemen,
that is my answer. | don't make merry myself at Christmas, and | can’t afford to make
idle people merry. | help to support the establishments | have mentioned — they cost
enough; and those who are badly off must go there.”

“‘Many can’'t go there; and many would rather die.”

“If they would rather die,” said Scrooge, “they had better do it, and decrease the
surplus population.”
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SECTION B (19th Century Prose)

Answer on one text only.

|ZII| A Christmas Carol

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to
answer this question.

A Christmas Carol is full of supernatural and ghostly happenings. Write about some of
the supernatural events in A Christmas Carol and how they are important to the novel
as awhole.

In your response you should:

* refer to the extract and the novel as a whole
» show your understanding of characters and events in the novel
e refer to the contexts of the novel. [40]

Now, it is a fact, that there was nothing at all particular about the knocker on the
door, except that it was very large. It is also a fact, that Scrooge had seen it, night
and morning, during his whole residence in that place; also that Scrooge had as little
of what is called fancy about him as any man in the city of London, even including—
which is a bold word—the corporation, aldermen, and livery. Let it also be borne in
mind that Scrooge had not bestowed one thought on Marley, since his last mention
of his seven years’ dead partner that afternoon. And then let any man explain to me,
if he can, how it happened that Scrooge, having his key in the lock of the door, saw
in the knocker, without its undergoing any intermediate process of change: not a
knocker, but Marley’s face.

Marley’s face. It was not in impenetrable shadow as the other objects in the
yard were, but had a dismal light about it, like a bad lobster in a dark cellar. It was
not angry or ferocious, but looked at Scrooge as Marley used to look: with ghostly
spectacles turned up on its ghostly forehead. The hair was curiously stirred, as
if by breath or hot air; and, though the eyes were wide open, they were perfectly
motionless. That, and its livid colour, made it horrible; but its horror seemed to be in
spite of the face and beyond its control, rather than a part of its own expression.

As Scrooge looked fixedly at this phenomenon, it was a knocker again.

To say that he was not startled, or that his blood was not conscious of a terrible
sensation to which it had been a stranger from infancy, would be untrue. But he put
his hand upon the key he had relinquished, turned it sturdily, walked in, and lighted
his candle.

He did pause, with a moment’s irresolution, before he shut the door; and he did
look cautiously behind it first, as if he half expected to be terrified with the sight of
Marley’s pigtail sticking out into the hall. But there was nothing on the back of the
door, except the screws and nuts that held the knocker on, so he said “Pooh, pooh!”
and closed it with a bang.
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