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Pride and Prejudice
You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to
answer this question.

Write about how prejudice is presented in the novel.

In your response you should:

« refer to the extract and the novel as a whole
» show your understanding of characters and events in the novel
« refer to the contexts of the novel [40]

Miss Bingley was engrossed by Mr. Darcy, her sister scarcely less so; and as for
Mr. Hurst, by whom Elizabeth sat, he was an indolent man, who lived only to eat, drink,
and play at cards, who when he found her prefer a plain dish to a ragout, had nothing
to say to her.

When dinner was over, she returned directly to Jane, and Miss Bingley began
abusing her as soon as she was out of the room. Her manners were pronounced to
be very bad indeed, a mixture of pride and impertinence; she had no conversation, no
stile, no taste, no beauty. Mrs. Hurst thought the same, and added,

“She has nothing, in short, to recommend her, but being an excellent walker. | shall
never forget her appearance this morning. She really looked almost wild.”

“She did indeed, Louisa. | could hardly keep my countenance. Very nonsensical to
come at alll Why must she be scampering about the country, because her sister had a
cold? Her hair so untidy, so blowsy!”

“Yes, and her petticoat; | hope you saw her petticoat, six inches deep in mud, |
am absolutely certain; and the gown which had been let down to hide it, not doing its
office.”

“Your picture may be very exact, Louisa,” said Bingley; “but this was all lost upon
me. | thought Miss Elizabeth Bennet looked remarkably well, when she came into the
room this morning. Her dirty petticoat quite escaped my notice.”

“You observed it, Mr. Darcy, | am sure,” said Miss Bingley; “and | am inclined to
think that you would not wish to see your sister make such an exhibition.”

“Certainly not.”

“To walk three miles, or four miles, or five miles, or whatever it is, above her ancles
in dirt, and alone, quite alone! what could she mean by it? It seems to me to shew
an abominable sort of conceited independence, a most country town indifference to
decorum.”

“It shews an affection for her sister that is very pleasing,” said Bingley.

“lam afraid, Mr. Darcy,” observed Miss Bingley, in a half whisper, “that this adventure
has rather affected your admiration of her fine eyes.”

“‘Not at all,” he replied; “they were brightened by the exercise.”—A short pause
followed this speech, and Mrs. Hurst began again.

‘I have an excessive regard for Jane Bennet, she is really a very sweet girl, and
| wish with all my heart she were well settled. But with such a father and mother, and
such low connections, | am afraid there is no chance of it.”
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Pride and Prejudice

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to
answer this question.

Write about Mr. Darcy and how he is presented at different points in the novel.

In your response you should:

* refer to the extract and the novel as a whole
» show your understanding of characters and events in the novel
« refer to the contexts of the novel [40]

“And this,” cried Darcy, as he walked with quick steps across the room, “is your
opinion of me! This is the estimation in which you hold me! | thank you for explaining it
so fully. My faults, according to this calculation, are heavy indeed! But perhaps,” added
he, stopping in his walk, and turning towards her, “these offences might have been
overlooked, had not your pride been hurt by my honest confession of the scruples
that had long prevented my forming any serious design. These bitter accusations
might have been suppressed, had | with greater policy concealed my struggles, and
flattered you into the belief of my being impelled by unqualified, unalloyed inclination;
by reason, by reflection, by every thing. But disguise of every sort is my abhorrence.
Nor am | ashamed of the feelings | related. They were natural and just. Could you
expect me to rejoice in the inferiority of your connections? To congratulate myself on
the hope of relations, whose condition in life is so decidedly beneath my own?”

Elizabeth felt herself growing more angry every moment; yet she tried to the
utmost to speak with composure when she said,

“You are mistaken, Mr Darcy, if you suppose that the mode of your declaration
affected me in any other way, than as it spared me the concern which | might have felt
in refusing you, had you behaved in a more gentleman-like manner.”

She saw him start at this, but he said nothing, and she continued,

“You could not have made me the offer of your hand in any possible way that
would have tempted me to accept it.”

Again his astonishment was obvious; and he looked at her with an expression of
mingled incredulity and mortification. She went on.

“From the very beginning, from the first moment | may almost say, of my
acquaintance with you, your manners impressing me with the fullest belief of your
arrogance, your conceit, and your selfish disdain of the feelings of others, were such
as to form that ground-work of disapprobation, on which succeeding events have built
so immoveable a dislike; and | had not known you a month before | felt that you were
the last man in the world whom | could ever be prevailed on to marry.”

“You have said quite enough, madam. | perfectly comprehend your feelings, and
have now only to be ashamed of what my own have been. Forgive me for having taken
up so much of your time, and accept my best wishes for your health and happiness.”

And with these words he hastily left the room, and Elizabeth heard him the next
moment open the front door and quit the house.
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Pride and Prejudice

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to
answer this question.

Write about the relationship between Elizabeth and Jane and how it is presented at
different points in the novel.

In your response you should:

* refer to the extract and the novel as a whole
» show your understanding of characters and events in the novel
« refer to the contexts of the novel [40]

A day or two passed before Jane had courage to speak of her feelings to Elizabeth; but at last,
on Mrs Bennet’s leaving them together, after a longer irritation than usual about Netherfield and
its master, she could not help saying,

“Oh that my dear mother had more command over herself! She can have no idea of the pain
she gives me by her continual reflections on him. But | will not repine. It cannot last long. He will
be forgot, and we shall all be as we were before.”

Elizabeth looked at her sister with incredulous solicitude, but said nothing.

“You doubt me,” cried Jane, slightly colouring; “indeed you have no reason. He may live in
my memory as the most amiable man of my acquaintance, but that is all. | have nothing either
to hope or fear, and nothing to reproach him with. Thank God! | have not that pain. A little time
therefore—I shall certainly try to get the better.”

With a stronger voice she soon added, “I have this comfort immediately, that it has not been
more than an error of fancy on my side, and that it has done no harm to anyone but myself.”

“My dear Jane!” exclaimed Elizabeth, “you are too good. Your sweetness and disinterestedness
are really angelic; | do not know what to say to you. | feel as if | had never done you justice, or
loved you as you deserve.”

Miss Bennet eagerly disclaimed all extraordinary merit, and threw back the praise on her
sister’'s warm affection.

“Nay,” said Elizabeth, “this is not fair. You wish to think all the world respectable, and are hurt
if | speak ill of anybody. / only want to think you perfect, and you set yourself against it. Do not be
afraid of my running into any excess, of my encroaching on your privilege of universal good-will.
You need not. There are few people whom | really love, and still fewer of whom | think well. The
more | see of the world, the more am | dissatisfied with it; and every day confirms my belief of
the inconsistency of all human characters, and of the little dependence that can be placed on the
appearance of either merit or sense. | have met with two instances lately, one | will not mention;
the other is Charlotte’s marriage. It is unaccountable! in every view it is unaccountable!”

“My dear Lizzy, do not give way to such feelings as these. They will ruin your happiness. You
do not make allowance enough for difference of situation and temper. Consider Mr Collins’s
respectability, and Charlotte’s prudent, steady character. Remember that she is one of a large
family; that as to fortune, it is a most eligible match; and be ready to believe, for everybody’s sake,
that she may feel something like regard and esteem for our cousin.”

“To oblige you, | would try to believe almost anything, but no one else could be benefited
by such a belief as this; for were | persuaded that Charlotte had any regard for him, | should
only think worse of her understanding than | now do of her heart. My dear Jane, Mr Collins is a
conceited, pompous, narrow-minded, silly man; you know he is, as well as | do; and you must
feel, as well as | do, that the woman who marries him cannot have a proper way of thinking. You
shall not defend her, though it is Charlotte Lucas. You shall not, for the sake of one individual,
change the meaning of principle and integrity, nor endeavour to persuade yourself or me, that
selfishness is prudence, and insensibility of danger security for happiness.”
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Pride and Prejudice

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to
answer this question.

Write about some of the relationships within the Bennet family and how they are
presented at different points in the novel.

In your response you should:

« refer to the extract and the novel as a whole
» show your understanding of characters and events in the novel
« refer to the contexts of the novel [40]

“Sir, you quite misunderstand me,” said Mrs. Bennet, alarmed. “Lizzy is only
headstrong in such matters as these. In every thing else she is as good natured a girl
as ever lived. | will go directly to Mr. Bennet, and we shall very soon settle it with her,
| am sure.”

She would not give him time to reply, but hurrying instantly to her husband, called
out as she entered the library,

“Oh! Mr. Bennet, you are wanted immediately; we are all in an uproar. You must
come and make Lizzy marry Mr. Collins, for she vows she will not have him, and if you
do not make haste he will change his mind and not have her”

Mr. Bennet raised his eyes from his book as she entered, and fixed them on her
face with a calm unconcern which was not in the least altered by her communication.

“I have not the pleasure of understanding you,” said he, when she had finished her
speech. “Of what are you talking?”

“Of Mr. Collins and Lizzy. Lizzy declares she will not have Mr. Collins, and Mr.
Collins begins to say that he will not have Lizzy.”

‘And what am | to do on the occasion? — It seems an hopeless business.”

“Speak to Lizzy about it yourself. Tell her that you insist upon her marrying him.”

“Let her be called down. She shall hear my opinion.”

Mrs. Bennet rang the bell, and Miss Elizabeth was summoned to the library.

“Come here, child,” cried her father as she appeared. ‘I have sent for you on an
affair of importance. | understand that Mr. Collins has made you an offer of marriage.
Is it true?” Elizabeth replied that it was. “Very well — and this offer of marriage you
have refused?”

“ have, Sir.”

“Very well. We now come to the point. Your mother insists upon your accepting it.
Is not it so, Mrs. Bennet?”

“Yes, or | will never see her again.”

“An unhappy alternative is before you, Elizabeth. From this day you must be a
stranger to one of your parents. — Your mother will never see you again if you do not
marry Mr. Collins, and | will never see you again if you do.”

Elizabeth could not but smile at such a conclusion of such a beginning; but Mrs.
Bennet, who had persuaded herself that her husband regarded the affair as she
wished, was excessively disappointed.

“What do you mean, Mr. Bennet, by talking in this way? You promised me to insist
upon her marrying him.”

“‘My dear,” replied her husband, “I have two small favours to request. First, that
you will allow me the free use of my understanding on the present occasion; and
secondly, of my room. | shall be glad to have the library to myself as soon as may be.”
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Pride and Prejudice

You have one hour to answer this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to
answer this question.

Write about the relationship between Elizabeth and Mr. Darcy and how it changes at
different points in the novel.

In your response you should:

* refer to the extract and the novel as a whole
» show your understanding of characters and events in the novel
« refer to the contexts of the novel [40]

Elizabeth’s spirits soon rising to playfulness again, she wanted Mr. Darcy to
account for his having ever fallen in love with her. “How could you begin?” said
she. “| can comprehend your going on charmingly, when you had once made a
beginning; but what could set you off in the first place?”

‘I cannot fix on the hour, or the spot, or the look, or the words, which laid the
foundation. It is too long ago. | was in the middle before | knew that | had begun.”

“My beauty you had early withstood, and as for my manners—my behaviour to
you was at least always bordering on the uncivil, and | never spoke to you without
rather wishing to give you pain than not. Now be sincere; did you admire me for my
impertinence?”

“For the liveliness of your mind, | did.”

“You may as well call it impertinence at once. It was very little less. The fact
is, that you were sick of civility, of deference, of officious attention. You were
disgusted with the women who were always speaking and looking, and thinking
for your approbation alone. | roused, and interested you, because | was so unlike
them. Had you not been really amiable you would have hated me for it; but in spite
of the pains you took to disguise yourself, your feelings were always noble and
just; and in your heart, you thoroughly despised the persons who so assiduously
courted you. There—I| have saved you the trouble of accounting for it; and really, all
things considered, | begin to think it perfectly reasonable. To be sure, you knew no
actual good of me—but nobody thinks of that when they fall in love.”

“Was there no good in your affectionate behaviour to Jane, while she was ill at
Netherfield?”

“‘Dearest Jane! who could have done less for her? But make a virtue of it by all
means. My good qualities are under your protection, and you are to exaggerate
them as much as possible; and, in return, it belongs to me to find occasions for
teazing and quarrelling with you as often as may be; and | shall begin directly by
asking you what made you so unwilling to come to the point at last. What made you
so shy of me, when you first called, and afterwards dined here? Why, especially,
when you called, did you look as if you did not care about me?”

“Because you were grave and silent, and gave me no encouragement.”

“But | was embarrassed.”

‘And so was |.”

“You might have talked to me more when you came to dinner.”

‘A man who had felt less, might.”
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Pride and Prejudice

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to
answer this question.

Write about some of the turning points in Elizabeth and Darcy’s relationship and how
they are presented in the novel.

In your response you should:

* refer to the extract and the novel as a whole
» show your understanding of characters and events in the novel
* refer to the contexts of the novel. [40]

Elizabeth Bennet had been obliged, by the scarcity of gentlemen, to sit down
for two dances; and during part of that time, Mr. Darcy had been standing near
enough for her to hear a conversation between him and Mr. Bingley, who came
from the dance for a few minutes, to press his friend to join it.

“Come, Darcy,” said he, “I must have you dance. | hate to see you standing
about by yourself in this stupid manner. You had much better dance.”

“I certainly shall not. You know how | detest it, unless | am particularly
acquainted with my partner. At such an assembly as this it would be insupportable.
Your sisters are engaged, and there is not another woman in the room whom it
would not be a punishment to me to stand up with.”

“I would not be so fastidious as you are,” cried Mr. Bingley, “for a kingdom! Upon
my honour, | never met with so many pleasant girls in my life as | have this evening;
and there are several of them you see uncommonly pretty.”

“You are dancing with the only handsome girl in the room,” said Mr. Darcy,
looking at the eldest Miss Bennet.

“Oh! She is the most beautiful creature | ever beheld! But there is one of
her sisters sitting down just behind you, who is very pretty, and | dare say very
agreeable. Do let me ask my partner to introduce you.”

“Which do you mean?” and turning round he looked for a moment at Elizabeth,
till catching her eye, he withdrew his own and coldly said: “She is tolerable, but not
handsome enough to tempt me; | am in no humour at present to give consequence
to young ladies who are slighted by other men. You had better return to your
partner and enjoy her smiles, for you are wasting your time with me.”

Mr. Bingley followed his advice. Mr. Darcy walked off; and Elizabeth remained
with no very cordial feelings toward him. She told the story, however, with great
spirit among her friends; for she had a lively, playful disposition, which delighted in
anything ridiculous.
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