Much Ado About Nothing - from Act 2 Scene 2, lines 1 to 34

In this extract, Borachio suggests a way to stop Claudio marrying Hero.

DON JOHN
It is so: the Count Claudio shall marry the daughter of
Leonato.

BORACHIO
Yea, my lord, but | can cross it.

DON JOHN

Any bar, any cross, any impediment will be medicinable
to me. | am sick in displeasure to him, and whatsoever
comes athwart his affection ranges evenly with mine.
How canst thou cross this marriage?

BORACHIO
Not honestly, my lord, but so covertly that no dishonesty
shall appear in me.

DON JOHN
Show me briefly how.

BORACHIO

| think | told your lordship a year since how much | am
in the favour of Margaret, the waiting-gentlewoman to
Hero.

DON JOHN
| remember.

BORACHIO
| can, at any unseasonable instant of the night, appoint
her to look out at her lady’s chamber-window.

DON JOHN
What life is in that, to be the death of this marriage?

BORACHIO

The poison of that lies in you to temper. Go you to the
Prince your brother. Spare not to tell him that he hath
wronged his honour in marrying the renowned Claudio
- whose estimation do you mightily hold up - to a
contaminated stale, such a one as Hero.

DON JOHN
What proof shall | make of that?

BORACHIO

Proof enough to misuse the Prince, to vex Claudio, to
undo Hero and kill Leonato. Look you for any other
issue?

DON JOHN
Only to despite them | will endeavour anything.
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BORACHIO

Go, then: find me a meet hour to draw Don Pedro and

the Count Claudio alone. Tell them that you know that

Hero loves me. Intend a kind of zeal both to the Prince 30
and Claudio - as in love of your brother’s honour,

who hath made this match, and his friend’s reputation,

who is thus like to be cozened with the semblance

of a maid - that you have discovered thus.

4 (a) Explore how Shakespeare presents the character of Borachio in this extract.

Refer closely to the extract in your answer.

(b) In this extract, Borachio tells Don John that they could deceive Claudio.
Explain the importance of deceit elsewhere in the play.
In your answer, you must consider:
+ how deceit is shown
« the effects deceit has within the play.

You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

(Total for Question 4 = 40 marks)
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Much Ado About Nothing - from Act 3 Scene 1, lines 59-91
In this extract, Hero and Ursula are discussing Beatrice.

HERO

Why, you speak truth. | never yet saw man,

How wise, how noble, young, how rarely featured, 60
But she would spell him backward. If fair-faced,

She would swear the gentleman should be her sister;

If black, why, Nature, drawing of an antic,

Made a foul blot; if tall, a lance ill-headed;

If low, an agate very vilely cut; 65
If speaking, why, a vane blown with all the winds;

If silent, why, a block moved with none.

So turns she every man the wrong side out,

And never gives to truth and virtue that

Which simpleness and merit purchaseth. 70

URSULA
Sure, sure, such carping is not commendable.

HERO

No; not to be so odd and from all fashions,

As Beatrice is, cannot be commendable.

But who dare tell her so? If | should speak,

She would mock me into air. O, she would laugh me 75
Out of myself, press me to death with wit!

Therefore let Benedick, like covered fire,

Consume away in sighs, waste inwardly.

It were a better death than die with mocks,

Which is as bad as die with tickling. 80

URSULA
Yet tell her of it: hear what she will say.

HERO

No: rather | will go to Benedick

And counsel him to fight against his passion.

And, truly, I'll devise some honest slanders

To stain my cousin with. One doth not know 85
How much an ill word may empoison liking.

URSULA

O, do not do your cousin such a wrong!

She cannot be so much without true judgement -

Having so swift and excellent a wit

As she is prized to have - as to refuse 90
So rare a gentleman as Signior Benedick.
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4 (a) Explore how Shakespeare presents Hero'’s feelings about Beatrice in this extract.

Refer closely to the extract in your answer.

(b) In this extract, Hero comments on Beatrice’s behaviour as a woman.
Explain the presentation of women elsewhere in the play.
In your answer, you must consider:
« how women are presented
+ the effects the presentation of women have within the play.

You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

(Total for Question 4 = 40 marks)
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Much Ado About Nothing - from Act 1 Scene 1, lines 137 to 167
In this extract, Claudio and Benedick are talking about Hero.

CLAUDIO
Benedick, didst thou note the daughter of Signior
Leonato?

BENEDICK
| noted her not, but | looked on her.

CLAUDIO
Is she not a modest young lady?

BENEDICK

Do you question me as an honest man should do, for
my simple true judgement? Or would you have me
speak after my custom, as being a professed tyrant to
their sex?

CLAUDIO
No, | pray thee speak in sober judgement.

BENEDICK

Why, i'faith, methinks she’s too low for a high praise,
too brown for a fair praise, and too little for a great
praise. Only this commendation | can afford her, that
were she other than she is, she were unhandsome; and
being no other but as she is, | do not like her.

CLAUDIO
Thou thinkest | am in sport. | pray thee tell me truly
how thou likest her.

BENEDICK
Would you buy her, that you inquire after her?

CLAUDIO
Can the world buy such a jewel?

BENEDICK

Yea, and a case to put it into. But speak you this with
a sad brow? Or do you play the flouting Jack, to tell
us Cupid is a good hare-finder, and Vulcan a rare
carpenter? Come, in what key shall a man take you to
go in the song?

CLAUDIO
In mine eye she is the sweetest lady that ever | looked on.

BENEDICK

| can see yet without spectacles, and | see no such
matter. There’s her cousin, an she were not possessed
with a fury, exceeds her as much in beauty as the first
of May doth the last of December. But | hope you have
no intent to turn husband, have you?

CLAUDIO
I would scarce trust myself, though | had sworn the
contrary, if Hero would be my wife.
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r )
4 (a) Explore how Shakespeare presents different opinions of Hero in this extract.

Refer closely to the extract in your answer.

(20)
(b) In this extract, Claudio admits to being in love with Hero.
Explain the importance of love elsewhere in the play.
In your answer, you must consider:
« how love is presented
the effect love has within the play.
You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.
(20)

(Total for Question 4 = 40 marks)
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Much Ado About Nothing - from Act 5 Scene 1, lines 52 to 79
In this extract, Leonato challenges Claudio to a duel.

CLAUDIO
Who wrongs him?

LEONATO

Marry, thou dost wrong me, thou dissembler, thou!
- Nay, never lay thy hand upon thy sword:

| fear thee not.

CLAUDIO
Marry, beshrew my hand
If it should give your age such cause of fear.
In faith, my hand meant nothing to my sword.

LEONATO

Tush, tush, man, never fleer and jest at me!

| speak not like a dotard nor a fool,

As under privilege of age to brag

What | have done being young, or what would do
Were | not old. Know, Claudio, to thy head,

Thou hast so wronged mine innocent child and me
That | am forced to lay my reverence by,

And with grey hairs and bruise of many days

Do challenge thee to trial of a man.

| say thou hast belied mine innocent child.

Thy slander hath gone through and through her heart,
And she lies buried with her ancestors —

O, in a tomb where never scandal slept,

Save this of hers, framed by thy villainy!

CLAUDIO
My villainy?

LEONATO
Thine, Claudio; thine, | say.

DON PEDRO
You say not right, old man.

LEONATO

My lord, my lord,
I'll prove it on his body if he dare,
Despite his nice fence and his active practice,
His May of youth and bloom of lustihood.

CLAUDIO
Away! | will not have to do with you.

LEONATO
Canst thou so daff me? Thou hast killed my child.
If thou kill'st me, boy, thou shalt kill a man.
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4 (a) Explore how Shakespeare presents the character of Leonato in this extract.

Refer closely to the extract in your answer.

(b) In this extract, Leonato describes how he wants justice for his daughter and to
make Claudio suffer for what he has done.

Explain the importance of justice elsewhere in the play.
In your answer, you must consider:

«  who seeks justice within the play

+ how these characters achieve justice.

You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

(Total for Question 4 = 40 marks)
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Much Ado About Nothing — Act 3 Scene 3, lines 16 to 49
In this extract, Dogberry talks to the men of the Watch.

DOGBERRY

You have. | knew it would be your answer. Well, for

your favour, sir, why, give God thanks, and make no

boast of it; and for your writing and reading, let that
appear when there is no need for such vanity. You are
thought here to be the most senseless and fit man for the
constable of the watch: therefore bear you the lantern.
This is your charge: you shall comprehend all vagrom
men - you are to bid any man stand, in the Prince’s

name.

WATCHMAN 2
How if ‘a will not stand?

DOGBERRY

Why, then, take no note of him, but let him go - and
presently call the rest of the watch together and thank
God you are rid of a knave.

VERGES
If he will not stand when he is bidden, he is none of the
Prince’s subjects.

DOGBERRY

True, and they are to meddle with none but the Prince’s

subjects. You shall also make no noise in the streets: for,

for the watch to babble and to talk is most tolerable and
not to be endured.

WATCHMAN 1
We will rather sleep than talk. We know what belongs
to a watch.

DOGBERRY

Why, you speak like an ancient and most quiet
watchman, for | cannot see how sleeping should offend
- only have a care that your bills be not stolen. Well,
you are to call at all the ale-houses, and bid those that
are drunk get them to bed.

WATCHMAN 2
How if they will not?

DOGBERRY

Why, then, let them alone till they are sober. If they
make you not then the better answer, you may say they
are not the men you took them for.

WATCHMAN 2
Well, sir.
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DOGBERRY

If you meet a thief, you may suspect him, by virtue of
your office, to be no true man. And, for such kind of
men, the less you meddle or make with them, why, the
more is for your honesty.

4 (a) Explore how Shakespeare presents the character of Dogberry in this extract.

Refer closely to the extract in your answer.

(b) In this extract, Dogberry informs the Watch of his plans for their duties.
Explain the importance of plans elsewhere in the play.
In your answer you must consider:
« what plans are made
« why these plans are important.

You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

(Total for Question 4 = 40 marks)
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Much Ado About Nothing — Act 1 Scene 3, lines 8 to 40

In this extract, Don John tells Conrade how unhappy he is about having to resolve his
differences with his brother, Don Pedro.

DON JOHN

| wonder that thou - being, as thou sayest thou art, born

under Saturn — goest about to apply a moral medicine to

a mortifying mischief. | cannot hide what | am. | must be 10
sad when | have cause, and smile at no man’s jests; eat

when | have stomach, and wait for no man’s leisure;

sleep when | am drowsy, and tend on no man’s business;

laugh when | am merry, and claw no man in his humour.

CONRADE

Yea, but you must not make the full show of this till you 15
may do it without controlment. You have of late stood

out against your brother; and he hath ta’en you newly

into his grace, where it is impossible you should take true

root but by the fair weather that you make yourself. It is

needful that you frame the season for your own harvest. 20

DON JOHN

| had rather be a canker in a hedge than a rose in his

grace; and it better fits my blood to be disdained of all

than to fashion a carriage to rob love from any. In this,

though | cannot be said to be a flattering honest man,

it must not be denied but | am a plain-dealing villain. | 25
am trusted with a muzzle and enfranchized with a clog:

therefore | have decreed not to sing in my cage. If | had

my mouth, | would bite; if | had my liberty, | would do

my liking. In the meantime, let me be that I am, and

seek not to alter me. 30

CONRADE
Can you make no use of your discontent?

DON JOHN

| make all use of it, for | use it only. Who comes here?
Enter BORACHIO

What news, Borachio?

BORACHIO

| came yonder from a great supper. The Prince your

brother is royally entertained by Leonato; and | can give 35
you intelligence of an intended marriage.

DON JOHN
Will it serve for any model to build mischief on? What
is he for a fool that betroths himself to unquietness?

BORACHIO
Marry, it is your brother’s right hand.

DON JOHN
Who? The most exquisite Claudio? 40
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4 (a) Explore how Shakespeare presents the character of Don John in this extract.

Refer closely to the extract in your answer.

(b) In this extract, Don John describes how he hates the way people treat him.
Explain the importance of hatred elsewhere in the play.
In your answer, you must consider:
+ how hate is presented
+ the effects hate has within the play.

You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

(Total for Question 4 = 40 marks)
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Much Ado About Nothing - from Act 4 Scene 1, lines 20 to 51
In this extract, Claudio announces that he will not marry Hero because she is not a virgin.

CLAUDIO

Stand thee by, Friar. Father, by your leave: 20
Will you with free and unconstrainéd soul

Give me this maid, your daughter?

LEONATO
As freely, son, as God did give her me.

CLAUDIO
And what have | to give you back, whose worth
May counterpoise this rich and precious gift? 25

DON PEDRO
Nothing, unless you render her again.

CLAUDIO

Sweet Prince, you learn me noble thankfulness.

There, Leonato, take her back again:

Give not this rotten orange to your friend.

She’s but the sign and semblance of her honour. 30
Behold how like a maid she blushes here!

O, what authority and show of truth

Can cunning sin cover itself withal!

Comes not that blood as modest evidence

To witness simple virtue? Would you not swear, 35
All you that see her, that she were a maid

By these exterior shows? But she is none.

She knows the heat of a luxurious bed.

Her blush is guiltiness, not modesty.

LEONATO
What do you mean, my lord?

CLAUDIO
Not to be married; 40
Not to knit my soul to an approved wanton.

LEONATO

Dear my lord, if you in your own proof

Have vanquished the resistance of her youth,
And made defeat of her virginity -

CLAUDIO

| know what you would say. If | have known her, 45
You will say she did embrace me as a husband,

And so extenuate the ‘forehand sin.

No, Leonato,

| never tempted her with word too large,

But, as a brother to his sister, showed 50
Bashful sincerity and comely love.
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4 A
4 (a) Explore how Shakespeare presents the character of Claudio in this extract.

Refer closely to the extract in your answer.
(20)

(b) In this extract, Claudio believes that he has been tricked into marrying Hero.
Explain the importance of tricking others elsewhere in the play.
In your answer, you must consider:
the ways others are tricked
the effects tricking others has.

You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.
(20)

(Total for Question 4 = 40 marks)
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