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The History Boys

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole play to answer
this question.

Write about Hector and how he is presented at different points in the play.

In your response you should:

+ refer to the extract and the play as a whole
» show your understanding of characters and events in the play [40]

5 of this question’s marks are allocated for accuracy in spelling, punctuation and the use
of vocabulary and sentence structures.

Hector

Akthar
Hector
Timms
Hector

Timms
Hector
Crowther
Hector
Dakin

Hector

Lockwood
Hector

Dakin
Hector

If, heaven forfend, | was ever entrusted with the timetable, | would call these
lessons A Waste of Time.

Nothing that happens here has anything to do with getting on, but remember,
open quotation marks, ‘All knowledge is precious whether or not it serves the
slightest human use,” close quotation marks.

Who said? Lockwood? Crowther? Timms? Akthar?

Pause.

‘Loveliest of trees the cherry now.’

A. E. Housman, sir.

‘A. E. Housman, sir.

Wasn'’t he a nancy, sir?

Foul, festering grubby-minded little trollop. Do not use that word. (He hits him on
the head with an exercise book.)

You use it, sir.

| do, sir, | know, but | am far gone in age and decrepitude.

You're not supposed to hit us, sir.

We could report you, sir.

(despair) | know, | know. (an elaborate pantomime, all this)

You should treat us with more respect. We're scholarship candidates now.
We’'re all going in for Oxford and Cambridge.

There is a silence and Hector sits down at his table, seemingly stunned.

‘Wash me in steep-down gulfs of liquid fire.’

| thought all that silliness was finished with.

| thought that after last year we were settling for the less lustrous institutions ...
Derby, Leicester, Nottingham. Even my own dear Sheffield. Scripps. You believe
in God. Believe also in me: forget Oxford and Cambridge.

Why do you want to go there?

Old, sir. Tried and tested.

No, it's because other boys want to go there. It's the hot ticket, standing room
only. So I'll thank you (hitting him) if nobody mentions Oxford (hit) or Cambridge
(hit) in my lessons. There is a world elsewhere.

You're hitting us again, sir.

Child, I am your teacher.

Whatever | do in this room is a token of my trust.

I am in your hands.

It is a pact. Bread eaten in secret.

‘| have put before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life,
that both thou and thy seed may live.” Oxford and Cambridge!

He sits with his head on the desk, a parody of despair.
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The History Boys

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole play to answer
this question.

Write about Irwin and how he is presented at different points in the play.

In your response you should:
+ refer to the extract and the play as a whole
» show your understanding of characters and events in the play [40]

5 of this question’s marks are allocated for accuracy in spelling, punctuation and the use
of vocabulary and sentence structures.

Irwin So. Our overall conclusion is that the origins of the Second War lie in the
unsatisfactory outcome of the First.
Timms (doubtfully) Yes. (with more certainty) Yes.
Others nod.
Irwin First class. Bristol welcomes you with open arms. Manchester longs to have

you. You can walk into Leeds. But | am a fellow of Magdalen College, Oxford,
and | have just read seventy papers all saying the same thing and | am asleep...
Scripps But it’s all true.
Irwin What has that got to do with it? What has that got to do with anything?

Let’s go back to 1914 and I'll put you a different case.

Try this for size.

Germany does not want war and if there is an arms race it is Britain who is
leading it. Though there’s no reason why we should want war. Nothing in it for
us. Better stand back and let Germany and Russia fight it out while we take the
imperial pickings.

These are facts.

Why do we not care to acknowledge them? The cattle, the body count. We
still don't like to admit the war was even partly our fault because so many of
our people died. A photograph on every mantelpiece. And all this mourning
has veiled the truth. It's not so much lest we forget, as lest we remember.
Because you should realise that so far as the Cenotaph and the Last Post and
all that stuff is concerned, there’s no better way of forgetting something than by
commemorating it.

And Dakin.
Dakin Sir?
Irwin You were the one who was morally superior about Haig.
Dakin Passchendaele. The Somme. He was a butcher, sir.
Irwin Yes, but at least he delivered the goods. No, no, the real enemy to Haig’s

subsequent reputation was the Unknown Soldier. If Haig had had any sense
he’d have had him disinterred and shot all over again for giving comfort to the

enemy.
Lockwood So what about the poets, then?
Irwin What about them? If you read what they actually say as distinct from what they

write, most of them seem to have enjoyed the war.

Siegfried Sassoon was a good officer. Saint Wilfred Owen couldn’t wait to
get back to his company. Both of them surprisingly bloodthirsty.

Poetry is good up to a point. Adds flavour.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. (C720U20-1)



10

The History Boys

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract on the opposite page and your knowledge of the
whole play to answer this question.

The characters in The History Boys have different views on teaching and education.
Write about some of these views and how Bennett presents them at different points in

the play.

In your response you should:

* refer to the extract and the play as a whole
» show your understanding of characters and events in the play [40]

5 of this question’s marks are allocated for accuracy in spelling, punctuation and the use
of vocabulary and sentence structures.
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Staff room.
HEADMASTER
MRs LINTOTT
HEADMASTER
MRs LINTOTT

HEADMASTER

MRs LINTOTT
HEADMASTER
MRs LINTOTT

HEADMASTER

MRs LINTOTT
HEADMASTER

MRs LINTOTT

HEADMASTER

MRs LINTOTT

HEADMASTER

MRs LINTOTT

HEADMASTER

MRs LINTOTT

HEADMASTER

MRs LINTOTT

Mrs Lintott, Dorothy.

Headmaster?

These Oxbridge boys. Your historians. Any special plans?
Their A Levels are very good.

Their A Levels are very good. And that is thanks to you, Dorothy. We’ve never had
so many. Remarkable! But what now — in teaching terms?

More of the same?
Oh. Do you think so?
It's what we’ve done before.

Quite. Without much success. No one last year. None the year before. When did
we last have anyone in history at Oxford and Cambridge?

| tend not to distinguish.
Between Oxford and Cambridge?

Between centres of higher learning. Last year two at Bristol, one at York. The year
before ...

Yes, yes. | know that, Dorothy. But | am thinking league tables. Open scholarships.
Reports to the Governors. | want them to do themselves justice. | want them to do
you justice. Factually tip-top as your boys always are, something more is required.

More?

Different.
| would call it grooming did not that have overtones of the monkey house.
‘Presentation’ might be the word.

They know their stuff. Plainly stated and properly organised facts need no
presentation, surely.

Oh, Dorothy. | think they do.
‘The facts: serving suggestion.’

A sprig of parsley, you mean? Or an umbrella in the cocktail? Are dons so naive?

Naive, Dorothy? Or human?

| am thinking of the boys. Clever, yes, remarkably so. Well taught, indubitably. But
a little ... ordinaire?

Think charm. Think polish. Think Renaissance Man.

Yes, Headmaster.
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10

The History Boys

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract on the opposite page and your knowledge of the
whole play to answer this question.

Write about the Headmaster and how he is presented at different points in the play.

In your response you should:

« refer to the extract and the play as a whole
» show your understanding of characters and events in the play [40]

5 of this question’s marks are allocated for accuracy in spelling, punctuation and the use
of vocabulary and sentence structures.
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HEADMASTER

HecTor

HEADMASTER
HecTor
HEADMASTER
HecTor
HEADMASTER

HecTtor

HEADMASTER

HecTor

HEADMASTER
HecTtor

HEADMASTER

| am very angry.

My wife, Mrs Armstrong, does voluntary work. One afternoon a week at the charity
shop. Normally Mondays. Except this week she did Wednesday as well.

The charity shop is not busy.

She reads, naturally, but periodically she looks out of the window.

Are you following me?

The road. The traffic lights. And so on.

Pause.

On three occasions now she has seen a motorbike.

Boy on pillion.

A man ... fiddling.

Yesterday she took the number.

For the moment | propose to say nothing about this, but fortunately it is not long
before you are due to retire. In the circumstances | propose we bring that forward.
| think we should be looking at the end of term.

Have you nothing to say?

‘The tree of man was never quiet.
Then 'twas the Roman; now tis I.

This is no time for poetry.

I would have thought it was just the time.

Did | say | was angry?

| believe you did, yes.

Did you not think?

Ah, think.

‘“To think that two and two are four

And never five nor three

The heart of man has long been sore

And long 'tis like to be’

You are incorrigible. | am assuming your wife doesn’'t know?

I have no idea. What women know or don’t know has always been a mystery to me.
Incidentally, she helps out at the charity shop, too.

They all seem to do nowadays.

Philanthropy and its forms.

And are you going to tell her?

| don’t know. I'm not sure she’d be interested.

Well, there’s another thing.

Strange how even the most tragic turns of events generally resolve themselves

into questions about the timetable. Irwin has been badgering me for more lessons.
In the circumstances a concession might be in order. In the future, | think you and

he might share.
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The History Boys

You have one hour to answer this question.

You should use the extract on the opposite page and your knowledge of the
whole play to answer this question.

Write about Dakin and how he is presented at different points in the play.

In your response you should:

+ refer to the extract and the play as a whole
» show your understanding of characters and events in the play [40]

5 of this question’s marks are allocated for accuracy in spelling, punctuation and the
use of vocabulary and sentence structures.
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This is quite a pausy conversation, with Dakin more master than pupil.

DAKIN
IRWIN
DAKIN

IRWIN
DAKIN
IRWIN

DAKIN
IRWIN
DAKIN

IRWIN
DAKIN

IRWIN

DAKIN
IRWIN
DAKIN

[RWIN
DAKIN
[RWIN

DAKIN
IRWIN
IRWIN
DAkIN

IRWIN

DAKIN

Do you think we'll be happy ... say we get in?

You'll be happy anyway.
I’'m not sure | like that. Why?
Irwin shrugs.

Uncomplicated, is that what you mean?

Outgoing?
Straight?

13

None of them bad things to be.

Depends. Nice to be a bit more complicated.

Or to be thought so.
How’s Posner?

Why?
He likes you, doesn’t he?

It's his age.
He’s growing up.

Hard for him.
Boring for me.

You're not suggesting | do something about it. It happens.

| wouldn’'t anyway.
Too young.

Irwin says nothing.
You still look quite young.

That’s because | am, | suppose.
There is an interminable pause.
How do you think history happens?

What?

How does stuff happen, do you think?

People decide to do stuff.
Make moves. Alter things.

I’'m not sure what you're talking about.

No? (He smiles.) Think about it.
Some do ... make moves, | suppose.

Others react to events.

In 1939 Hitler made a move on Poland.

Poland ...
... gave in.

(simultaneously) ... defended itself.

Is that what you mean?

(unperturbed) No.
Not Poland anyway.

Was Poland taken by surprise?

To some extent.

Though they knew something was up.

What was your essay about?

Turning points.
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The History Boys

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should use the extract on the opposite page and your knowledge of the
whole play to answer this question.

Irwin and Hector are very different characters and very different teachers. Write
about some of the differences between Irwin and Hector and how they are presented
throughout the play.

In your response you should:

* refer to the extract and the play as a whole
¢ show your understanding of characters and events in the play. [40]

5 of this question’s marks are allocated for accuracy in spelling, punctuation and the
use of vocabulary and sentence structures.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. (C720U20-1)



13

IRWIN It's just that the boys seem to know more than they’re telling.

HecTor Don’'t most boys?
Diffidence is surely to be encouraged.

IRWIN In an examination?
They seem to have got hold of the notion that the stuff they do with you is
off-limits so far as the examination is concerned.

HecTor That’s hardly surprising. | count examinations, even for Oxford and Cambridge,
as the enemy of education. Which is not to say that | don’t regard education as
the enemy of education, too.

However, if you think it will help, | will speak to them.

IRWIN I'd appreciate it.
For what it's worth, | sympathise with your feelings about examinations, but they
are a fact of life. I'm sure you want them to do well and the gobbets you have
taught them might just tip the balance.

HecTor What did you call them?
Gobbets? Is that what you think they are, gobbets? Handy little quotes that can
be trotted out to make a point?
Gobbets?
Codes, spells, runes — call them what you like, but do not call them gobbets.

IRWIN | just thought it would be useful ...

HecTor Oh, it would be useful ... every answer a Christmas tree hung with the
appropriate gobbets. Except that they’re learned by heart. And that is where
they belong and like the other components of the heart not to be defiled by being
trotted out to order.

IRWIN So what are they meant to be storing them up for, these boys? Education isn’t
something for when they’re old and grey and sitting by the fire. It's for now. The
exam is next month.

HecTor And what happens after the exam? Life goes on. Gobbets!
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