Use this extract to answer Question 4.
A Christmas Carol: Charles Dickens

From Stave 3 - The Ghost of Christmas Present shows Scrooge two children,
Ignorance and Want.

The chimes were ringing the three quarters past eleven at that moment.

‘Forgive me if | am not justified in what | ask, said Scrooge, looking intently at the Spirit’s
robe, ‘but | see something strange, and not belonging to yourself, protruding from your
skirts. Is it a foot or a claw!’

‘It might be a claw, for the flesh there is upon it, was the Spirit’s sorrowful reply.
‘Look here!

From the foldings of its robe, it brought two children; wretched, abject, frightful, hideous,
miserable. They knelt down at its feet, and clung upon the outside of its garment.

‘Oh, Man! look here. Look, look, down here!’ exclaimed the Ghost.

They were a boy and girl. Yellow, meagre, ragged, scowling, wolfish; but prostrate, too,

in their humility. Where graceful youth should have filled their features out, and touched
them with its freshest tints, a stale and shrivelled hand, like that of age, had pinched,
and twisted them, and pulled them into shreds. Where angels might have sat enthroned,
devils lurked; and glared out menacing. No change, no degradation, no perversion of
humanity, in any grade, through all the mysteries of wonderful creation, has monsters
half so horrible and dread.

Scrooge started back, appalled. Having them shown to him in this way, he tried to say
they were fine children, but the words choked themselves, rather than be parties to a lie
of such enormous magnitude.

‘Spirit! are they yours?’ Scrooge could say no more.

‘They are Man'’s, said the Spirit, looking down upon them.‘And they cling to me,
appealing from their fathers. This boy is Ignorance. This girl is Want. Beware them both,
and all of their degree, but most of all beware this boy, for on his brow | see that written
which is Doom, unless the writing be erased. Deny it! cried the Spirit, stretching out its
hand towards the city. ‘Slander those who tell it ye! Admit it for your factious purposes,
and make it worse. And bide the end!’

‘Have they no refuge or resource?’ cried Scrooge.

‘Are there no prisons?’ said the Spirit, turning on him for the last time with his own words.
‘Are there no workhouses?’

The bell struck twelve.
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A Christmas Carol
4 (a) Explore how Dickens presents the two children, Ignorance and Want, in this extract.

Give examples from the extract to support your ideas.

(b) In this extract, Scrooge is shocked by the appearance of the children.
Explain how children are portrayed elsewhere in the novel.
In your answer, you must consider:
who the children are

what life is like for these children.

(Total for Question 4 = 40 marks)
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Use this extract to answer Question 4.
A Christmas Carol: Charles Dickens

Stave: From Stave 5, ‘The End of It’- Scrooge has seen the three spirits and is
determined to change his ways.

The bed was his own, the room was his own. Best and happiest of all, the Time before
him was his own, to make amends in!

‘I will live in the Past, the Present, and the Future!’ Scrooge repeated, as he scrambled out
of bed. 'The Spirits of all Three shall strive within me. Oh Jacob Marley! Heaven, and the
Christmas Time be praised for this! | say it on my knees, old Jacob; on my knees!’

He was so fluttered and so glowing with his good intentions, that his broken voice could
scarcely answer to his call. He had been sobbing violently in his conflict with the Spirit,
and his face was wet with tears.

‘They are not torn down, cried Scrooge, folding one of his bed-curtains in his arms, ‘they
are not torn down, rings and all. They are here: | am here: the shadows of the things that
would have been, may be dispelled. They will be. | know they will!’

His hands were busy with his garments all this time: turning them inside out, putting
them on upside down, tearing them, mislaying them, making them parties to every kind
of extravagance.

‘I don't know what to do!’ cried Scrooge, laughing and crying in the same breath; and
making a perfect Laocodn of himself with his stockings.’l am as light as a feather, | am
as happy as an angel,  am as merry as a school-boy. | am as giddy as a drunken man. A
merry Christmas to everybody! A happy New Year to all the world! Hallo here! Whoop!
Hallo!

He had frisked into the sitting-room, and was now standing there: perfectly winded.

‘There’s the saucepan that the gruel was in!’ cried Scrooge, starting off again, and frisking
round the fireplace. ‘There’s the door, by which the Ghost of Jacob Marley entered! There’s
the corner where the Ghost of Christmas Present, sat! There's the window where | saw the
wandering Spirits! It’s all right, it’s all true, it all happened. Ha ha ha!’

Really, for a man who had been out of practice for so many years, it was a splendid laugh,
a most illustrious laugh. The father of a long, long line of brilliant laughs!

‘I don't know what day of the month it is!" said Scrooge.‘l don't know how long I've been
among the Spirits. | don’t know anything. I'm quite a baby. Never mind. | don’t care. I'd
rather be a baby. Hallo! Whoop! Hallo here!’
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Question 4 - A Christmas Carol
4 (a) Explore how Dickens presents Scrooge’s happiness in this extract.

Give examples from the extract to support your ideas.

(b) In this extract, Scrooge is full of good will.
Explain how good will is portrayed elsewhere in the novel.
In your answer, you must consider:
« whois kind to others

« what these characters try to do for others.

(Total for Question 4 = 40 marks)
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Use this extract to answer Question 4.
A Christmas Carol: Charles Dickens

From Stave 4, ‘The Last of the Spirits’ — The bell has struck twelve and the last Spirit
visits Scrooge.

The Phantom slowly, gravely, silently, approached. When it came near him, Scrooge bent
down upon his knee; for in the very air through which this Spirit moved it seemed to
scatter gloom and mystery.

It was shrouded in a deep black garment, which concealed its head, its face, its form,
and left nothing of it visible save one outstretched hand. But for this it would have been
difficult to detach its figure from the night, and separate it from the darkness by which it
was surrounded.

He felt that it was tall and stately when it came beside him, and that its mysterious
presence filled him with a solemn dread. He knew no more, for the Spirit neither spoke
nor moved.

‘I am in the presence of the Ghost of Christmas Yet To Come?’ said Scrooge.
The Spirit answered not, but pointed downward with its hand.

‘You are about to show me shadows of the things that have not happened, but will
happen in the time before us, Scrooge pursued.’ls that so, Spirit?’

The upper portion of the garment was contracted for an instant in its fold, as if the Spirit
had inclined its head. That was the only answer he received.

Although well used to ghostly company by this time, Scrooge feared the silent shape so
much that his legs trembled beneath him, and he found that he could hardly stand when
he prepared to follow it. The Spirit paused a moment, as observing his condition, and
giving him time to recover.

But Scrooge was all the worse for this. It thrilled him with a vague uncertain horror, to
know that behind the dusky shroud, there were ghostly eyes intently fixed upon him,
while he, though he stretched his own to the utmost, could see nothing but a spectral
hand and one great heap of black.

‘Ghost of the Future!” he exclaimed, ‘I fear you more than any Spectre | have seen. But as |
know your purpose is to do me good, and as | hope to live to be another man from what
| was, | am prepared to bear you company, and do it with a thankful heart. Will you not
speak to me?’

It gave him no reply. The hand was pointed straight before them.

‘Lead on!’said Scrooge. ‘Lead on! The night is waning fast, and it is precious time to me, |
know. Lead on, Spirit!’
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Question 4 - A Christmas Carol

4 (a) Explore how Dickens presents the last Spirit in this extract.

Give examples from the extract to support your ideas.

(20)
(b) In this extract, Scrooge is afraid.
Explain how fear is portrayed elsewhere in the novel.
In your answer, you must consider:
who shows fear
when fear is shown.
(20)

(Total for Question 4 = 40 marks)
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Use this extract to answer Question 4.
A Christmas Carol: Charles Dickens

From Stave 1, ‘Marley’s Ghost’ - Scrooge is working in his counting-house after
being visited by two gentlemen collecting money for charity.

The ancient tower of a church, whose gruff old bell was always peeping slily down at
Scrooge out of a gothic window in the wall, became invisible, and struck the hours

and quarters in the clouds, with tremulous vibrations afterwards, as if its teeth were
chattering in its frozen head up there. The cold became intense. In the main street, at the
corner of the court, some labourers were repairing gas-pipes, and had lighted a great
fire in the brazier, round which a party of ragged men and boys were gathered: warming
their hands and winking their eyes before the blue blaze in rapture. The water-plug being
left in solitude, its overflowing sullenly congealed, and turned to misanthropic ice. The
brightness of the shops where holly sprigs and berries crackled in the lamp-heat of the
windows, made pale faces ruddy as they passed. Poulterers’and grocers’ trades became
a splendid joke: a glorious pageant, with which it was next to impossible to believe

that such dull principles as bargain and sale had anything to do. The Lord Mayor, in the
stronghold of the mighty Mansion House, gave orders to his fifty cooks and butlers to
keep Christmas as a Lord Mayor’s household should; and even the little tailor, whom he
had fined five shillings on the previous Monday for being drunk and blood-thirsty in the
streets, stirred up to-morrow’s pudding in his garret, while his lean wife and the baby
sallied out to buy the beef.

Foggier yet, and colder! Piercing, searching, biting cold. If the good Saint Dunstan had
but nipped the Evil Spirit’s nose with a touch of such weather as that, instead of using his
familiar weapons, then indeed he would have roared to lusty purpose. The owner of one
scant young nose, gnawed and mumbled by the hungry cold as bones are gnawed by
dogs, stooped down at Scrooge’s keyhole to regale him with a Christmas carol: but at the
first sound of —

‘God bless you merry gentleman!
May nothing you dismay!’

Scrooge seized the ruler with such energy of action, that the singer fled in terror, leaving
the keyhole to the fog and even more congenial frost.

At length the hour of shutting up the counting-house arrived. With an ill-will Scrooge
dismounted from his stool, and tacitly admitted the fact to the expectant clerk in the
Tank, who instantly snuffled his candle out, and put on his hat.

‘You'll want all day to-morrow, | suppose?’ said Scrooge.
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Question 4 - A Christmas Carol
4 (a) Explore how Dickens presents the settings in this extract.

Give examples from the extract to support your ideas.

(b) In this extract, Scrooge allows his clerk, Bob Cratchit, to finish work.
Explain how Bob Cratchit is portrayed elsewhere in the novel.
In your answer, you must consider:
« what Bob Cratchit says and does

« why heisimportant in the novel.

(Total for Question 4 = 40 marks)

BEGIN YOUR ANSWER ON PAGE 2 OF THE ANSWER BOOKLET.
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Use this extract to answer Question 4.
A Christmas Carol: Charles Dickens

From Stave 2, ‘The First of the Three Spirits’ — Scrooge anxiously awaits the arrival of
the first spirit: the ‘Ghost of Christmas Past"

He spoke before the hour bell sounded, which it now did with a deep, dull, hollow,
melancholy ONE. Light flashed up in the room upon the instant, and the curtains of his
bed were drawn.

The curtains of his bed were drawn aside, | tell you, by a hand. Not the curtains at his feet,
nor the curtains at his back, but those to which his face was addressed. The curtains of
his bed were drawn aside; and Scrooge, starting up into a half-recumbent attitude, found
himself face to face with the unearthly visitor who drew them: as close to it as | am now
to you, and | am standing in the spirit at your elbow.

It was a strange figure - like a child: yet not so like a child as like an old man, viewed
through some supernatural medium, which gave him the appearance of having receded
from the view, and being diminished to a child’s proportions. Its hair, which hung about
its neck and down its back, was white as if with age; and yet the face had not a wrinkle
in it, and the tenderest bloom was on the skin. The arms were very long and muscular;
the hands the same, as if its hold were of uncommon strength. Its legs and feet, most
delicately formed, were, like those upper members, bare. It wore a tunic of the purest
white; and round its waist was bound a lustrous belt, the sheen of which was beautiful. It
held a branch of fresh green holly in its hand; and, in singular contradiction of that wintry
emblem, had its dress trimmed with summer flowers. But the strangest thing about it
was, that from the crown of its head there sprung a bright clear jet of light, by which all
this was visible; and which was doubtless the occasion of its using, in its duller moments,
a great extinguisher for a cap, which it now held under its arm.

Even this, though, when Scrooge looked at it with increasing steadiness, was not its
strongest quality. For as its belt sparkled and glittered now in one part and now in
another, and what was light one instant, at another time was dark, so the figure itself
fluctuated in its distinctness: being now a thing with one arm, now with one leg, now
with twenty legs, now a pair of legs without a head, now a head without a body: of
which dissolving parts, no outline would be visible in the dense gloom wherein they
melted away.
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Question 4 - A Christmas Carol

4 (a) Explore how Dickens presents the ‘First of the Three Spirits, the Ghost of
Christmas Past, in this extract.

Give examples from the extract to support your ideas.

(b) In this extract, the ghost arrives at one o'clock.
Explain the importance of time elsewhere in the novel.
In your answer, you must consider:
« when time is important in the novel

« why time is important.

(Total for Question 4 = 40 marks)

(20)

(20)
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Use this extract to answer Question 4.
A Christmas Carol: Charles Dickens

From Stave 4, ‘The Last of the Spirits’ — After observing the Cratchit family
mourning the loss of Tiny Tim, the Spirit takes Scrooge to the churchyard.

A churchyard. Here, then, the wretched man whose name he had now to learn, lay
underneath the ground. It was a worthy place. Walled in by houses; overrun by grass and
weeds, the growth of vegetation’s death, not life; choked up with too much burying, fat
with repleted appetite. A worthy place!

The Spirit stood among the graves, and pointed down to One. He advanced towards it
trembling. The Phantom was exactly as it had been, but he dreaded that he saw new
meaning in its solemn shape.

‘Before | draw nearer to that stone to which you point, said Scrooge, ‘answer me one
question. Are these the shadows of things that Will be, or are they shadows of things that
May be, only?’

Still the Ghost pointed downward to the grave by which it stood.

‘Men’s courses will foreshadow certain ends, to which, if persevered in, they must lead,
said Scrooge. ‘But if the courses be departed from, the ends will change. Say it is thus
with what you show me!’

The Spirit was immovable as ever.

Scrooge crept towards it, trembling as he went; and following the finger, read upon the
stone of the neglected grave his own name, EBENEZER SCROOGE.

‘Am / that man who lay upon the bed? he cried, upon his knees.
The finger pointed from the grave to him, and back again.

‘No, Spirit! Oh, no, no!’

The finger was still there.

‘Spirit!" he cried, tight clutching at its robe, ‘hear me! | am not the man | was. | will not
be the man | must have been but for this intercourse. Why show me this, if | am past all
hope?

For the first time the hand appeared to shake.

‘Good Spirit, he pursued, as down upon the ground he fell before it: “Your nature
intercedes for me, and pities me. Assure me that | yet may change these shadows you
have shown me, by an altered life!’

The kind hand trembled.

‘I will honour Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year. | will live in the Past,
the Present, and the Future. The Spirits of all Three shall strive within me. | will not shut
out the lessons that they teach. Oh, tell me | may sponge away the writing on this stone!’
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In his agony, he caught the spectral hand. It sought to free itself, but he was strong in his
entreaty, and detained it. The Spirit, stronger yet, repulsed him.

Holding up his hands in a last prayer to have his fate reversed, he saw an alteration in the
Phantom’s hood and dress. It shrunk, collapsed and dwindled down into a bedpost.

Question 4 — A Christmas Carol
4 (a) Explore how Dickens presents Scrooge’s visit to the churchyard in this extract.

Give examples from the extract to support your ideas.

(b) In this extract, the Spirit demonstrates some kindness towards Scrooge.
Explain how being kind is portrayed elsewhere in the novel.
In your answer, you must consider:
+ who shows kindness to others

- how kindness is demonstrated.

(Total for Question 4 = 40 marks)
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Use this extract to answer Question 4.
A Christmas Carol: Charles Dickens

From Stave 3, ‘The Second of the Three Spirits’ — The Spirit, The Ghost of Christmas
Present, takes Scrooge to the Cratchit’s house where Christmas dinner is being
prepared.

And now two smaller Cratchits, boy and girl, came tearing in, screaming that outside the
baker’s they had smelt the goose, and known it for their own; and basking in luxurious
thoughts of sage and onion, these young Cratchits danced about the table, and exalted
Master Peter Cratchit to the skies, while he (not proud, although his collars nearly choked
him) blew the fire, until the slow potatoes bubbling up, knocked loudly at the saucepan-
lid to be let out and peeled.

‘What has ever got your precious father then, said Mrs Cratchit.’And your brother, Tiny
Tim; and Martha warn't as late last Christmas Day by half-an-hour!’

‘Here’s Martha, mother!’ said a girl, appearing as she spoke.

‘Here’s Martha, mother!’ cried the two young Cratchits. ‘Hurrah! There’s such a goose,
Martha!’

‘Why, bless your heart alive, my dear, how late you are!’ said Mrs Cratchit, kissing her a
dozen times, and taking off her shawl and bonnet for her, with officious zeal.

‘We'd a deal of work to finish up last night, replied the girl, ‘and had to clear away this
morning, mother!’

‘Well! Never mind so long as you are come, said Mrs Cratchit. ‘Sit ye down before the fire,
my dear, and have a warm, Lord bless ye!’

‘No no! There’s father coming, cried the two young Cratchits, who were everywhere at
once.'Hide Martha, hide!

So Martha hid herself, and in came little Bob, the father, with at least three feet of
comforter exclusive of the fringe, hanging down before him; and his threadbare clothes
darned up and brushed, to look seasonable; and Tiny Tim upon his shoulder. Alas for Tiny
Tim, he bore a little crutch, and had his limbs supported by an iron frame!

‘Why, where's our Martha?’ cried Bob Cratchit looking round.
‘Not coming, said Mrs Cratchit.

‘Not coming!’ said Bob, with a sudden declension in his high spirits; for he had been Tim's
blood horse all the way from church, and had come home rampant.‘Not coming upon
Christmas Day!

Martha didn't like to see him disappointed, if it were only in joke; so she came out
prematurely from behind the closet door, and ran into his arms, while the two young
Cratchits hustled Tiny Tim, and bore him off into the wash-house, that he might hear the
pudding singing in the copper.

‘And how did little Tim behave?’ asked Mrs Cratchit, when she had rallied Bob on his
credulity and Bob had hugged his daughter to his heart’s content.

‘As good as gold, said Bob, ‘and better!
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Question 4 — A Christmas Carol

4 (a) Explore how Dickens presents Scrooge’s observations of the Cratchit family in this
extract.

Give examples from the extract to support your ideas.

(b) In this extract, Scrooge observes the Cratchit family as they prepare and gather
for Christmas dinner.

Explain how family life is portrayed elsewhere in the novel.
In your answer, you must consider:
« how family life is portrayed in the past and present

« how family life will be better in the future.

(Total for Question 4 = 40 marks)

BEGIN YOUR ANSWER ON PAGE 2 OF THE ANSWER BOOKLET.
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