
Pre-tutoring DiagnosƟc Assessment 
 
These tasks should take no more than 35-40 minutes in total. Answers should be 
word-processed to ensure legibility. 
 
껩 Before You Start: Please Disable Spelling, Grammar and Autocorrect Tools 
To make sure this assessment reflects your skills, not your computer’s, please turn 
off the following features before you begin: 
 
If you're using MicrosoŌ Word: 

1. Go to the File tab → OpƟons 
2. Click on Proofing 
3. UnƟck: 

o  Check spelling as you type 
o  Mark grammar errors as you type 
o  Check grammar with spelling 

4. Click OK to save 
 
If you're using Google Docs: 

1. Click Tools in the top menu 
2. UnƟck: 

o  Spelling and grammar check 
o  Show spelling suggesƟons 
o  Show grammar suggesƟons 

3. Then go to Tools → Preferences and unƟck: 
o  AutomaƟcally correct spelling 
 

 
굓굔굕굖 Why? 
This is a diagnosƟc task to see your current spelling, grammar and punctuaƟon skills 
without help from autocorrect tools. It’s not a test – just a way for me to see how 
best to support you. 
 
 
  



Part 1: Reading 
 
Read the extract and answer the quesƟon below. Make sure you use quotaƟons to 
support your ideas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How does the writer use language to describe the heat and its effect on the 
children and the animals? 
 
You should refer to the writer’s use of: 
 
• words and phrases; 
• language techniques; 
• sentence structure. 

 

Part 2: WriƟng 

Write a descripƟon of about 250 words of a deserted place. Try to use sensory 
language (sights, sounds, smells, etc.) and figuraƟve language (e.g. metaphor, simile, 
personificaƟon etc.) . 


