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The Merchant of Venice

Answer both and .
You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on , and about 40 minutes on .

Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question.
Look at how the characters speak and behave here. How do you think an audience

might respond to this part of the play? Refer closely to details from the extract to support
your answer. [15]

Which character do you have the most sympathy for in The Merchant of Venice? How
does Shakespeare create sympathy for your chosen character? [25]

*5 of this question’s marks are allocated for accuracy in spelling, punctuation and the
use of vocabulary and sentence structures.
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We trifle time; | pray thee pursue sentence.

A pound of that same merchant’s flesh is thine,
The court awards it, and the law doth give it.

Most rightful judge!

And you must cut this flesh from off his breast;
The law allows it, and the court awards it.

Most learned judge! A sentence: come, prepare.

Tarry a little, there is something else.

This bond doth give thee here no jot of blood.
The words expressly are ‘a pound of flesh'’.

Take then thy bond, take thou thy pound of flesh,
But in the cutting it, if thou dost shed

One drop of Christian blood, thy lands and goods
Are by the laws of Venice confiscate

Unto the state of Venice.

O upright judge!
Mark, Jew — O learned judge!

Is that the law?

Thyself shall see the Act.
For as thou urgest justice, be assured
Thou shalt have justice more than thou desirest.

O learned judge! Mark, Jew: a learned judge.

| take this offer then. Pay the bond thrice
And let the Christian go.

Here is the money.

Soft.
The Jew shall have all justice; soft, no haste;
He shall have nothing but the penalty.

O Jew, an upright judge, a learned judge!

Therefore prepare thee to cut off the flesh.
Shed thou no blood, nor cut thou less nor more
But just a pound of flesh. If thou tak’st more

Or less than a just pound, be it but so much

As makes it light or heavy in the substance

Or the division of the twentieth part

Of one poor scruple — nay, if the scale do turn
But in the estimation of a hair,

Thou diest, and all thy goods are confiscate.

A second Daniel; a Daniel, Jew!
Now, infidel, | have you on the hip.

Why doth the Jew pause? Take thy forfeiture.

Give me my principal, and let me go.
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The Merchant of Venice

Answer both and .
You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on , and about 40 minutes on .

Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:

What does this extract show an audience about Shylock’s thoughts and feelings here?
Refer closely to details from the extract to support your answer. [15]

* Write about Portia and how she is presented at different points in the play. [25]

*5 of this question’s marks are allocated for accuracy in spelling, punctuation and the
use of vocabulary and sentence structures.
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But tell us, do you hear whether
Antonio have had any loss at sea or no?

There | have another bad match: a bankrupt, a prodigal,

who dare scarce show his head on the Rialto, a beggar that was used
to come so smug upon the mart. Let him look to his bond. He was
wont to call me usurer; let him look to his bond. He was wont to

lend money for a Christian courtesy; let him look to his bond.

Why, | am sure if he forfeit thou wilt not take his flesh.
What's that good for?

To bait fish withal; if it will feed nothing else, it will feed my

revenge. He hath disgraced me, and hindered me half a million,
laughed at my losses, mocked at my gains, scorned my nation,
thwarted my bargains, cooled my friends, heated mine enemies —
and what'’s his reason? | am a Jew. Hath not a Jew eyes? Hath not
a Jew hands, organs, dimensions, senses, affections, passions? Fed
with the same food, hurt with the same weapons, subject to the
same diseases, healed by the same means, warmed and cooled by
the same winter and summer as a Christian is? If you prick us, do
we not bleed? If you tickle us, do we not laugh? If you poison us,

do we not die? And if you wrong us, shall we not revenge? If we

are like you in the rest, we will resemble you in that. If a Jew wrong
a Christian, what is his humility? Revenge. If a Christian wrong a
Jew, what should his sufferance be by Christian example? Why,
revenge! The villainy you teach me | will execute, and it shall go
hard but | will better the instruction.
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The Merchant of Venice

Answer both and .
You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on , and about 40 minutes on .

Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:

Look at how Bassanio and Antonio speak and behave here. What does it reveal about
them at this point in the play? Refer closely to details from the extract to support your
answer. [15]

‘In The Merchant of Venice appearances can be deceptive. Write about some of the
times in The Merchant of Venice when appearances are not what they seem and how
this theme is presented at different points in the play. [25]

*5 of this question’s marks are allocated for accuracy in spelling, punctuation and the
use of vocabulary and sentence structures.
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| owe you much, and like a wilful youth

That which | owe is lost; but if you please
To shoot another arrow that self way

Which you did shoot the first, | do not doubt,
As | will watch the aim, or to find both

Or bring your latter hazard back again

And thankfully rest debtor for the first.

You know me well, and herein spend but time
To wind about my love with circumstance;
And out of doubt you do me now more wrong
In making question of my uttermost

Than if you had made waste of all | have.
Then do but say to me what | should do

That in your knowledge may by me be done,
And | am prest unto it: therefore speak.

In Belmont is a lady richly left,

And she is fair, and — fairer than that word —

Of wondrous virtues. Sometimes from her eyes
| did receive fair speechless messages.

Her name is Portia, nothing undervalued

To Cato’s daughter, Brutus’ Portia.

Nor is the wide world ignorant of her worth;

For the four winds blow in from every coast
Renownéd suitors, and her sunny locks

Hang on her temples like a golden fleece,
Which makes her seat of Belmont Colchos’ strand,
And many Jasons come in quest of her.

O my Antonio, had | but the means

To hold a rival place with one of them,

| have a mind presages me such thrift

That | should questionless be fortunate.

Thou know’st that all my fortunes are at sea;

Neither have | money nor commodity

To raise a present sum; therefore go forth,

Try what my credit can in Venice do,

That shall be racked even to the uttermost

To furnish thee to Belmont to fair Portia.

Go presently enquire, and so will I,

Where money is, and | no question make

To have it of my trust or for my sake. Exeunt
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The Merchant of Venice

Answer both and .
You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on , and about 40 minutes on .

Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:
Look at how Shylock and Antonio speak and behave here. What does it show an

audience about their relationship at this point in the play? Refer closely to details from
the extract to support your answer. [15]

‘Relationships between men and women are important in The Merchant of Venice.’ Write
about how Shakespeare presents one or two of these relationships in the play.  [25]

*5 of this question’s marks are allocated for accuracy in spelling, punctuation and the
use of vocabulary and sentence structures.
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Enter SHyLock, SoLaNio, ANTONIO, and the JAILER
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Jailer, look to him. Tell not me of mercy.
This is the fool that lent out money gratis.
Jailer, look to him.

Hear me yet, good Shylock —

I'll have my bond, speak not against my bond;

| have sworn an oath that | will have my bond.
Thou call'dst me dog before thou hadst a cause,
But since | am a dog, beware my fangs.

The Duke shall grant me justice. | do wonder,
Thou naughty jailer, that thou art so fond

To come abroad with him at his request.

| pray thee hear me speak —

I'll have my bond; I will not hear thee speak,

I'll have my bond, and therefore speak no more.
I'll not be made a soft and dull-eyed fool,

To shake the head, relent, and sigh, and yield
To Christian intercessors. Follow not!

I'll have no speaking, | will have my bond.

It is the most impenetrable cur
That ever kept with men.

Let him alone.
I'll follow him no more with bootless prayers.
He seeks my life, his reason well | know:
| oft delivered from his forfeitures
Many that have at times made moan to me;
Therefore he hates me.

| am sure the Duke
Will never grant this forfeiture to hold.

The Duke cannot deny the course of law;
For the commaodity that strangers have
With us in Venice, if it be denied,

Will much impeach the justice of the state,
Since that the trade and profit of the city
Consisteth of all nations. Therefore go.
These griefs and losses have so bated me
That | shall hardly spare a pound of flesh
Tomorrow to my bloody creditor.

Well, jailer, on. Pray God Bassanio come
To see me pay his debt, and then | care not.
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The Merchant of Venice

Answer both and .
You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on , and about 40 minutes on .

Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:

What does this extract show about Portia and Bassanio at this point in the play? Refer
closely to details from the extract to support your answer. [15]

* The Merchant of Venice is a play about revenge. Write about how Shakespeare
presents revenge at different points in the play. Refer to characters and events from

the play in your answer. [25]

*5 of this question’s marks are allocated for accuracy in spelling, punctuation and the
use of vocabulary and sentence structures.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. (C722U10-A)



PorTiA

BassaNIO

13

You see me, Lord Bassanio, where | stand,
Such as | am. Though for myself alone

| would not be ambitious in my wish

To wish myself much better, yet for you

| would be trebled twenty times myself,

A thousand times more fair, ten thousand times
More rich, that only to stand high in your account
I might in virtues, beauties, livings, friends,
Exceed account. But the full sum of me

Is sum of something: which to term in gross

Is an unlessoned girl, unschooled, unpractised;
Happy in this, she is not yet so old

But she may learn; happier than this,

She is not bred so dull but she can learn;
Happiest of all, is that her gentle spirit
Commits itself to yours to be directed

As from her lord, her governor, her king.
Myself, and what is mine, to you and yours

Is now converted. But now | was the lord

Of this fair mansion, master of my servants,
Queen o’er myself; and even now, but now,
This house, these servants, and this same myself
Are yours, my lord’s. | give them with this ring,
Which when you part from, lose, or give away,
Let it presage the ruin of your love,

And be my vantage to exclaim on you.

Madam, you have bereft me of all words.

Only my blood speaks to you in my veins,

And there is such confusion in my powers

As after some oration fairly spoke

By a belovéd prince there doth appear

Among the buzzing, pleaséd multitude,

Where every something being blent together
Turns to a wild of nothing, save of joy
Expressed, and not expressed. But when this ring
Parts from this finger, then parts life from hence:
O then be bold to say Bassanio’s dead!

END OF PAPER
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The Merchant of Venice

Answer both and .
You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on , and about 40 minutes on .

Read the extract on the opposite page. Answer the following question:

Look at how the characters speak and behave here. How do you think an audience
might respond to this part of the play? Refer closely to details from the extract to
support your answer. [15]

* The Merchant of Venice is a play about the importance of wealth. Write about how
Shakespeare presents the importance of wealth at different points in the play. Refer to

characters and events from the play in your answer. [25]

*5 of this question’s marks are allocated for accuracy in spelling, punctuation and the
use of vocabulary and sentence structures.
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Shylock is my name.

Of a strange nature is the suit you follow,
Yet in such rule that the Venetian law
Cannot impugn you as you do proceed.

— You stand within his danger, do you not?

Ay, so he says.
Do you confess the bond?
| do.
Then must the Jew be merciful.
On what compulsion must 1? Tell me that.

The quality of mercy is not strained,

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven
Upon the place beneath. It is twice blest:

It blesseth him that gives, and him that takes.
"Tis mightiest in the mightiest, it becomes

The thronéd monarch better than his crown.
His sceptre shows the force of temporal power,
The attribute to awe and majesty,

Wherein doth sit the dread and fear of kings;
But mercy is above this sceptred sway.

It is enthronéd in the hearts of kings,

It is an attribute to God himself,

And earthly power doth then show likest God'’s
When mercy seasons justice. Therefore, Jew,
Though justice be thy plea, consider this:

That in the course of justice, none of us
Should see salvation. We do pray for mercy,
And that same prayer doth teach us all to render
The deeds of mercy. | have spoke thus much
To mitigate the justice of thy plea,

Which if thou follow, this strict court of Venice

Must needs give sentence ‘gainst the merchant there.

My deeds upon my head! | crave the law,
The penalty and forfeit of my bond.
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