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Much Ado About Nothing
Read the following extract from Act 4 Scene 1 of Much Ado About Nothing and then
answer the question that follows.

At this point in the play Claudio is refusing to marry Hero, who is also present on the
stage.

CLAUDIO

Stand thee by, friar: father, by your leave,
Will you with free and unconstrained soul
Give me this maid your daughter?

LEONATO
As freely, son, as God did give her me.
CLAUDIO

5 And what have | to give you back, whose worth
May counterpoise this rich and precious gift?
DON PEDRO
Nothing, unless you render her again.
CLAUDIO

Sweet prince, you learn me noble thankfulness:
There, Leonato, take her back again,
10 Give not this rotten orange to your friend,
She’s but the sign and semblance of her honour:
Behold how like a maid she blushes here!
Oh what authority and show of truth
Can cunning sin cover itself withal!
15 Comes not that blood, as modest evidence,
To witness simple virtue? Would you not swear
All you that see her, that she were a maid,
By these exterior shows? But she is none:
She knows the heat of a luxurious bed:
20 Her blush is guiltiness, not modesty.

Starting with this conversation, explore how Shakespeare presents attitudes towards
women in Much Ado About Nothing.

Write about:

¢ what Claudio says about Hero in this conversation
¢ how Shakespeare presents attitudes towards women in the play as a whole.
[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]
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Much Ado About Nothing

Read the following extract from Act 2 Scene 1 of Much Ado About Nothing and then
answer the question that follows.

At this point in the play, Beatrice has been discussing her views on men and
marriage.

LEONATO
Well, niece, | hope to see you one day fitted with a husband.
BEATRICE
Not till God make men of some other metal than
earth: would it not grieve a woman to be
overmastered with a piece of valiant dust? to make

5 an account of her life to a clod of wayward marl?
No, uncle, I'll none: Adam's sons are my brethren,
and, truly I hold it a sin to match in my kindred.
LEONATO
Daughter, remember what | told you: if the prince
do solicit you in that kind, you know your answer.
BEATRICE

10 The fault will be in the music, cousin, if you be
not wooed in good time: if the prince be too
important, tell him there is measure in everything,
and so dance out the answer. For hear me, Hero,
wooing, wedding, and repenting, is as a Scotch jig,

15 a measure and a cinquepace: the first suit is hot
and hasty like a Scotch jig (and full as
fantastical), the wedding mannerly modest (as a
measure) full of state and ancientry, and then comes
Repentance, and with his bad legs falls into the

20 cinquepace faster and faster, till he sink into his grave.
LEONATO
Cousin, you apprehend passing shrewdly.
BEATRICE
| have a good eye, uncle, | can see a church by daylight.

Starting with this extract, how does Shakespeare present Beatrice’s attitude
towards romantic love in Much Ado About Nothing?

Write about:

e how Shakespeare presents Beatrice’s attitude towards romantic love in this
extract
e how Shakespeare presents Beatrice’s attitude towards romantic love in the play
as a whole.
[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]
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Much Ado About Nothing

Read the following extract from Act 1 Scene 1 of Much Ado About Nothing and then
answer the question that follows.

At this point in the play, Benedick and Beatrice are alone for the first time.

10

15

20

BEATRICE

| wonder that you will still be talking, Signor Benedick,

nobody marks you.

BENEDICK

What, my dear Lady Disdain! Are you yet living?

BEATRICE

Is it possible Disdain should die, while she hath such meet

food to feed it, as Signor Benedick? Courtesy itself must convert to
Disdain, if you come in her presence.

BENEDICK

Then is Courtesy a turn-coat: but it is certain | am loved of all
ladies, only you excepted: and | would | could find in my heart that |
had not a hard heart, for truly | love none.

BEATRICE

A dear happiness to women, they would else have been

troubled with a pernicious suitor. | thank God and my cold blood, |
am of your humour for that: | had rather hear my dog bark at a crow
than a man swear he loves me.

BENEDICK

God keep your ladyship still in that mind, so some gentleman

or other shall scape a predestinate scratched face.

BEATRICE

Scratching could not make it worse, and 'twere such a face as
yours were.

BENEDICK

Well, you are a rare parrot-teacher.

BEATRICE

A bird of my tongue is better than a beast of yours.

BENEDICK

I would my horse had the speed of your tongue, and so good a
continuer: but keep your way a God’s name. | have done.
BEATRICE

You always end with a jade’s trick: | know you of old.
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The relationship between Beatrice and Benedick is described as ‘a merry war’ in the play.

Starting with this conversation, explore how Shakespeare presents the relationship
between Beatrice and Benedick.

Write about:

¢ how Shakespeare presents the relationship between Beatrice and Benedick at this
moment in the play
e how Shakespeare presents the relationship between Beatrice and Benedick in the play
as a whole.
[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]

Turn over for the next question

Turn over »
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Much Ado About Nothing

Read the following extract from Act 4 Scene 1 of Much Ado About Nothing and then

answer the question that follows.

At this point in the play, Beatrice is asking Benedick to kill Claudio.

10

15

20

25

BENEDICK

Come bid me do anything for thee.
BEATRICE

Kill Claudio.
BENEDICK

Ha, not for the wide world.
BEATRICE

You kill me to deny it, farewell.
BENEDICK

Tarry, sweet Beatrice.
BEATRICE

| am gone, though | am here, there is no love in you, nay, |
pray you let me go.
BENEDICK

Beatrice.
BEATRICE

In faith | will go.
BENEDICK

We’'ll be friends first.
BEATRICE

You dare easier be friends with me, than fight with mine
enemy.
BENEDICK

Is Claudio thine enemy?
BEATRICE

Is a not approved in the height a villain, that hath slandered,
scorned, dishonoured my kinswoman? Oh that | were a man! What,
bear her in hand, until they come to take hands, and then with
public accusation, uncovered slander, unmitigated rancour? Oh
God that | were a man! | would eat his heart in the market place.
BENEDICK

Hear me, Beatrice.
BEATRICE

Talk with a man out at a window, a proper saying.
BENEDICK

Nay, but Beatrice.
BEATRICE

Sweet Hero, she is wronged, she is slandered, she is undone.
BENEDICK

Beat —
BEATRICE

Princes and counties! Surely a princely testimony, a goodly
count, Count Comfect, a sweet gallant surely, oh that | were a man
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for his sake! Or that | had any friend would be a man for my sake!

But manhood is melted into curtsies, valour into compliment, and

men are only turned into tongue, and trim ones too: he is now as

valiant as Hercules, that only tells a lie, and swears it: | cannot be a
30 man with wishing, therefore | will die a woman with grieving.

Starting with this conversation, explore how far Shakespeare presents Beatrice as a
strong woman.

Write about:

¢ how far Shakespeare presents Beatrice as a strong woman in this conversation

¢ how far Shakespeare presents Beatrice as a strong woman in the play as a whole.
[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]

Turn over for the next question

Turn over »
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Much Ado About Nothing

Read the following extract from Act 4 Scene 1 of Much Ado About Nothing and then
answer the question that follows.

At this point in the play, the wedding party has assembled and Hero is being questioned.

CLAUDIO What man was he, talked with you yesternight,
Out at your window betwixt twelve and one?
Now if you are a maid, answer to this.

HERO | talked with no man at that hour, my lord.

5 DON PEDRO Why, then are you no maiden. Leonato,
| am sorry you must hear: upon mine honour,
Myself, my brother, and this grievéd count
Did see her, hear her, at that hour last night,

Talk with a ruffian at her chamber window,

10 Who hath indeed most like a liberal villain,
Confessed the vile encounters they have had
A thousand times in secret.

DON JOHN Fie, fie, they are
Not to be named my lord, not to be spoke of,

15 There is not chastity enough in language,
Without offence to utter them: thus, pretty lady,
| am sorry for thy much misgovernment.

CLAUDIO Oh Hero! What a hero hadst thou been,
If half thy outward graces had been placed
20 About thy thoughts and counsels of thy heart?
But fare thee well, most foul, most fair, farewell
Thou pure impiety, and impious purity,
For thee I'll lock up all the gates of love,
And on my eyelids shall conjecture hang,
25 To turn all beauty into thoughts of harm,
And never shall it more be gracious.
LEONATO Hath no man’s dagger here a point for me?
[Hero faints]

Starting with this moment in the play, explore how Shakespeare presents the attitudes of
male characters towards women in Much Ado About Nothing.

Write about:

¢ how Shakespeare presents the attitudes of male characters towards women in this
extract

¢ how Shakespeare presents the attitudes of male characters towards women in the play

as a whole.
[30 marks]

AO4 [4 marks]

Turn over »
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Much Ado About Nothing

Read the following extract from Act 3 Scene 1 of Much Ado About Nothing and then
answer the question that follows.

At this point in the play, Hero and Ursula prepare to trick Beatrice into believing that
Benedick loves her.

HERO Now, Ursula, when Beatrice doth come,
As we do trace this alley up and down,
Our talk must only be of Benedick:
When | do name him, let it be thy part,
5 To praise him more than ever man did merit:
My talk to thee must be how Benedick
Is sick in love with Beatrice: of this matter
Is little Cupid’s crafty arrow made,
That only wounds by hearsay: now begin,
10 Enter BEATRICE
For look where Beatrice like a lapwing runs
Close by the ground, to hear our conference.
URSULA The pleasant’st angling is to see the fish
Cut with her golden oars the silver stream,
15 And greedily devour the treacherous bait:
So angle we for Beatrice, who even now,
Is couchéd in the woodbine coverture:
Fear you not my part of the dialogue.
HERO Then go we near her, that her ear lose nothing
20 Of the false sweet bait that we lay for it:
No truly, Ursula, she is too disdainful,
| know her spirits are as coy and wild,
As haggards of the rock.
URSULA But are you sure,
25 That Benedick loves Beatrice so entirely?
HERO So says the prince, and my new trothéd lord.

Starting with this conversation, explore how Shakespeare presents characters plotting to
affect romantic relationships in Much Ado About Nothing.

Write about:

e how Shakespeare presents Hero and Ursula plotting in this extract

¢ how Shakespeare presents characters plotting to affect romantic relationships in the
play as a whole.
[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]

Turn over »
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Much Ado About Nothing

Read the following extract from Act 1 Scene 1 of Much Ado About Nothing and then
answer the question that follows.

At this point in the play, Claudio has returned from war and is talking about his feelings
for Hero.

10

15

20

25

CLAUDIO Benedick, didst thou note the daughter of Signor Leonato?

BENEDICK | noted her not, but | looked on her.

CLAUDIO Is she not a modest young lady?

BENEDICK Do you question me as an honest man should do, for my simple true
judgment? Or would you have me speak after my custom, as being a
professed tyrant to their sex?

CLAUDIO No, | pray thee speak in sober judgment.

BENEDICK Why, i'faith, methinks she’s too low for a high praise, too brown for a
fair praise, and too little for a great praise. Only this commendation | can afford
her, that were she other than she is, she were unhandsome, and being no
other, but as she is — | do not like her.

CLAUDIO Thou thinkest | am in sport. | pray thee, tell me truly how thou
lik’st her?

BENEDICK Would you buy her, that you enquire after her?

CLAUDIO Can the world buy such a jewel?

BENEDICK Yea, and a case to put it into. But speak you this with a sad brow?
Or do you play the flouting Jack, to tell us Cupid is a good hare-finder, and
Vulcan a rare carpenter? Come, in what key shall a man take you, to go in the
song?

CLAUDIO In mine eye, she is the sweetest lady that ever | looked on.
BENEDICK | can see yet without spectacles, and | see no such matter. There’s
her cousin, and she were not possessed with a fury, exceeds her as much in
beauty as the first of May doth the last of December. But | hope you have no

intent to turn husband, have you?

CLAUDIO | would scarce trust myself, though | had sworn the contrary, if Hero
would be my wife.

Starting with this conversation, explore how Shakespeare presents Claudio’s feelings for
Hero in Much Ado About Nothing.

Write about:

¢ how Shakespeare presents Claudio’s feelings for Hero in this conversation

e how Shakespeare presents Claudio’s feelings for Hero in the play as a whole.

1B/M/Jun22/8702/2

[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]

Turn over »
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Much Ado About Nothing

Read the following extract from Act 2 Scene 1 of Much Ado About Nothing and then
answer the question that follows.

At this point in the play, Beatrice and Hero have been discussing their idea of a perfect
man. This leads to a conversation about whether or not Beatrice will ever get a husband.

BEATRICE With a good leg and a good foot, uncle, and money enough in his
purse, such a man would win any woman in the world if a could get her good
will.

LEONATO By my troth, niece, thou wilt never get thee a husband, if thou be so

5 shrewd of thy tongue.

ANTONIO In faith, she’s too curst.

BEATRICE Too curst is more than curst, | shall lessen God’s sending that way:
for it is said, God sends a curst cow short horns, but to a cow too curst, he
sends none.

10 LEONATO So, by being too curst, God will send you no horns.

BEATRICE Just, if he send me no husband, for the which blessing | am at him
upon my knees every morning and evening: Lord, | could not endure a husband
with a beard on his face, | had rather lie in the woollen!

LEONATO You may light on a husband that hath no beard.

15 BEATRICE What should | do with him — dress him in my apparel and make him
my waiting gentlewoman? He that hath a beard is more than a youth: and he
that hath no beard is less than a man: and he that is more than a youth, is not
for me, and he that is less than a man, | am not for him: therefore | will even
take sixpence in earnest of the bearward, and lead his apes into hell.

20 LEONATO Well then, go you into hell.

BEATRICE No, but to the gate, and there will the devil meet me like an old
cuckold with horns on his head, and say, get you to heaven, Beatrice, get you
to heaven, here’s no place for you maids. So deliver | up my apes, and away to
Saint Peter: for the heavens, he shows me where the bachelors sit, and there

25 live we, as merry as the day is long.

Starting with this conversation, explore how far Shakespeare presents Beatrice as an
independent female character in Much Ado About Nothing.

Write about:

o how far Shakespeare presents Beatrice as an independent female character in this
conversation

o how far Shakespeare presents Beatrice as an independent female character in the play
as a whole.

[30 marks]

AO4 [4 marks]
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